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SLAVERY. 


From the National Intelliencer.] 


ABOLITION DEBATE IN ONGRESS. 


House 0} 


saad 

Jackson moved that the ftition be refer- 

to a Select Committee. , 

- Hammond [from South ‘arolina] moved 
: petition be not received The large ma- 


REPRESENTIIVES. 
Fiday, Dee. 18. 


Jackson, of Mass. presente @ petition from 
inhabitants of the towrof Wrentham, 
ving that Slavery be oolished within 


of Columbia. 


rity by which the House had rected a similar 


ton a few days ago had bee: very gratifying 


n. and he had no doubt wod be very grat- 


to the i 
catisfy gentlemen charge: with such peti- 
ns of the impropriety of introacing them here. 
however, it had sot hadthat effect, and 


Vv ld 





aence 


whole South. Eb had hoped it 


y persisted still in urging the: upon the House 
and the country, he thought it as not requiring 
too rnuch of the House, to ask ito puta more de- 

d seal of reprobation on the by peremptori- 

jecting this. 


A juestion of order here arisig, Mr. Garland, 
of Va. moved that the petition lion the table. 

The Chair decided that this ption had prece- 
over the other. 


Mr. Hammond begged the ge leman from Vir- 
nnia (Mr. Garland) to withdrawiis motion to lay 
n the table, that we might hee a direct vote 


n this matter. 


He was not Gposed to go in- 


toadiscussion of the questioninvolved in the 
in. though, should it be rged, he would 


t 


thy 


' 


‘ 
1 





nol } ik 


t forward until 
‘Ir conseque 


rafter day ‘th 
these memori; 


Mr. Williams of N 


mot to reject Ww 


i 


from it a hair’s-bfedth; but he did 
e tothe House and» the country to 


t once the most decisiv evidence of the 
sentiments entertained here von this subject. 
He wished to put an end to thse petitions. He 
could not sit there and subst to their being 


How had beconie cal- 
E could net sit here 
yatorn people assault- 
ignant fanatics from 


ier 
rights of the 


p oce¢ed. $ 
3. annaed from the decis- 
Chair. duderstandtit to be that the 
not in orer. He referred to 
fn memorial trom representative of 

American Governent, in Which the 
‘ided that it shoul not be received, 


r 


t question when a peton came before the 


:, whether it shoule received or not. 
the decision of thdLouse on the ques- 


Mr. Mercer [from Virgini: remarked, that if 





not much mistaken, ne question before 


on the occasion abded to by the gen- 


n from North Carolina,-as whether it was 
power of the House t receive a petition 


ns of a foreign cortry. 

iir stated that thisetition was present- 

rentleman from Mkssachusetts, and by 
to be referredshat the gentleman 


ro ve 


th Carolina rose anmoved its rejection ; 


the Chair decided 


voting very diffently upon it. 


» being likely torise on the motion 
to be out of order, 
» motion mus. lieover one day; also 

nof the gentman of Virginia to 
table took precednce of the motion to 
, under these cir:mstaneces, the Chair 
to the 


with deferencehis decision 


vom Tennesse: said the motion to 

st over one dayunder a rule of the 
seemed-tohim to be the safest 

ie House to letthe petition lie over 
stit should dece upon it under an 
f feeli i. He thueht the decision of 


n substance, corct. 

» remarks frowVr. Glascock— 
ton [from Tenneee] snid he honed the 
tbe changed. He 
question on theejection of the peti- 
ken now. The has been no deci- 
the House on 'e subject. The vote, 
y. to lav on thtable, was evasive of 
He had see gentlemen at the last 
There 
t of fanaticism broad in the land, and 
> to meet it, maully and fully. 

from Massaeusetts]} called the gen- 

rder. 

rsaid the getleman was not In or- 
went into the rrits of the question. 


matin . ? 
motion Wou 


eyton resuming, tid he was assigning his 


, } ’ 
ire-Drands, 


the rejection f the petition, without 
te of rejectie could not be justified. 
House woid be allowed to meet 
Latonce. Beore the petition wasre- 
could not be laidn the table for one day. 
n inust first b decided on. If aman 
ithis house tothange the republican 
fernment, wold the house entertain 
Woul any man dare say we 
re power overhis than the other ques- 
he first motion us the proper one. He 
‘to see if genemen were disposed to 
‘their constituats to send among us 
Ile wated no evasive votes— 


ne 2 
nent 


tes to Jay on the take. 


\iter some remarks fra Mr. Slade, and expla- 


4 ‘tions from the Speakerpn a point of order, 
a Ir. Garland of Va. saihe had no disposition 
te *vace the question. I had moved to lay the 
Le *.tion on the table, becase he understood that, 


Mr. Beardsley [trom New-York] said, this peti- 
tion was for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, and looked to that object alone, be- 

|ing silent in regard to slavery in the States. A 


ition. Have we a right to say, write, and send 
what we please throughout the country, and is 
there no power to prevent it? Is the right of pe- 
‘tition so much more sacred than other mghts, that 


discuss it at al]. But if compelled to do it, he 
promised to probe it to the bottom ; to anatomize 
and hold it up in its nakedness before the coun- 
‘try ; whether for their applause or their contempt, 


‘motion was made to refer, and another to reject! the rights of liberty, life, and property must be | it would be well for those who urged it to consid- 


it, which last motion the Chair decided went over 
to another day. From this decision he understood 
there was an appeal. 

Mr. Williams said, he understood the Chair to 


decide that the motion to reject Was not in order. 
The Speaker said he did not feel himself au- 


thorised to refuse to entertain that motion. When 
it was first made, it being new to hit, he, for a 
moment doubted, but had decided that that motion 
was in order. The motion to ley on the table, he 
also decided to have precedence, but neither mo- 
tion could, under the 45th rule, be put till to-mor- 
row, unless ordered by the House. 
| Mr. Beardsley hoped, he said, that the House 
| would not entangle itself with the question, but 
decide itnow. He should move the consideration 
of the petition, in order to obtain an immediate 
| decision on it. The appeal was withdrawn, 

Mr. Garland withdrew the motion to lay on the 

| table, 

The consideration of the petition was moved 

; and decided in the affirmative, nem. con. 
Mr. Beardsley said, that the motion to lay on 
| the table having been withdrawn, he would renew 
jit. That motion was not debateable, and he him- 
jou would forbear any remark upon it. 

Mr. Hammond rose to request the gentleman 
from New-York (Mr. Beardsley,) to withdraw his 
motion. He expressed his surprise that but a 
moment ago, when the motion to lay on the table 

|made by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Gar- 
| land) was before the House, that gentleman (Mr. 
| B.) had expressed his desire to have a direct ‘ un- 
|entangled’ vote on the proposition to reject. Yet 
now, when the gentleman from Virginia with- 
draws his motion, he (Mr. B.) instantly renews it. 

Mr. Patton asked if the petition had been re- 
ceived. 

The Chair stated, in substance, that it had. 

Mr. Patton said, it had been distinctly decided 
that a motion to reject was a competent motion. 
He hoped the House, by a reconsideration of the 
motion to consider, would put itself in a position 
to reject the petition. 

Mr. Beardsley was willing, he said, to extricate 





| was involved. There was but one sentiment on 
the general subject of abolition; but the right of 
petition was a sacred right, and we were bound 
| to respect it. He moved to Jay the motion of the 
| gentleman from South Carolina to reject, on the 
| table, withdrawing his former motion. _ f 
| Mr. Wise [from Virginia] rose to a point of or- 
‘der. It seemed to him according to the reason of 
\ the rules, that the motion of the gentleman from 
New-York was out of order,—for the House had 
just decided that it would consider the petition 
with a view to reject it. 

The Chair gave reasons for entertaining the 
motion, and decided that it was in order. 

Mr. Beardsley withdrew the motion, and re- 
newed the motion to lay the petition on the table, 
saying that this he would not withdraw. 

After some conversation on the point of order, 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, moved the reconsid- 
eration of the vote to consider the petition. It 
‘had been decided, he said, that the House would 
| consider the petition, under the impression that it 
| would then have power to take the sense of the 
| House on the reception of the petition. ‘The ques- 

tion must be met this session. 





| Mr. Hopkins [from Virginia] said, it occurred | 


ito him that the only way in which the House 
| could be relieved of its embarrassment, would be 
‘to put the House back in its former position be- 
fore the petition was received. 

Mr. Mason of Virginia, said, that no benefit 
could result from this course; for the right of pe- 
‘tition being a constitutional right, no vote could 
\be taken on the reception of petitions. 

The question was, ‘Shall the petition be con- 
isidered?’ The House, after receiving it, might 
‘refuse to permit it to pass through the ordinary 
| forms of legislation and reject it. 
‘motion of the gentleman from Maryland would be 
agreed to. 

' Mr. Thomas [from Maryland] said, these peti- 
tions had been pouring in upon us every day for 
some years past, and we should have to dispose 
of them every day this session. Why, tlien, 
should not the House meet the question now ? 
Gentlemen must meet the question, and he doubt- 
ed not that they would meet it as became mem- 
bers of this magnificent Confederacy. 

Mr. Beardsley said, the difficulty arese froma 
| misunderstanding of the question. 
petition cannot be taken away. 


| 


constituents have a right to petition, he was will- 
ing to say affirmatively that he would not consid- 
er the petition,—but he thought the motion to lay 
on the table equivalent to it. All were desirous 


of preserving to our constituents the right of 
sending petitions here, and to us the right of dis- | 


posing of them. We could not throw them back 


in their faces, if they were respectful in form. | 
But if they were of mischievous tendency, we | 
were not obliged to consider them. The motion | 


to reconsider could have no object but to reject 
the petition. 


Mr. Boulden [from Virginia] said, if he was | 
brought to vote on the question he hoped he would 
be able to vote without being entangled with | 


rules, He hoped the House would be able to give 
a vote which would be understood by the people 
of the North and the South, of the East and the 
West. He was willing to meet it mow, and he 
was Willing to meet it last year. At all times, 
and at any time, he wxs prepared for the vote, and 
he was sure, indeed, thar before the session Cios- 
ed, the House would take x course which would 


satisfy even the fanatics of the North how far 


they could go in meddling withthis matter But 
he was unwilling to vote if entangled by the rules 
of the House. He wes satisfied tharthere was a 
misunderstanding asco the feeling of she South 
on this subject,—an¢ he wished to see a vote which 
would satisfy those who get up these petitions, 
and those who brig them here, that their efere 


the House from the embarrassment in which it! 


He hoped the | 


The right of 
After receiving 
a petition, and acting on the principle that our 


'sacrificed to it? ‘The President had called our at- 
_ tention to the right claimed and exercised of send- 
ing incendiary papers through the mail, and re- 

commended to us measures to prevent the future 
‘exercise of this right. Should we connect the 
‘rights of liberty and property with such rights as 

the right to throw firebrands into this House, and 


to send incendiary tracts blazing through the coun- ( 


itry ? 

The Chair called the gentleman to order, re- 
|marking that without the support of the House, he 
could not restrain gentlemen in the debate. 

Mr. Peyton resumed. If it is in order for the 
; gentleman from New-York to speak in support ef 
the right to petition, it is in order for me to show 
that there are some subjects to which the right of 
petition does not extend. 

Mr. Ripley said a few words which the report- 
er could not catch, 

Mr. Thomas, in reply to the gentleman from 
New-York, (Mr. Beardsley,) said, when the ques- 
tion of consideration came up he would vote in 
the affirmative, and then he would vote to refer 
the petition to a respectable Select Committee of 
this House to have a report upon it. This was 
the only way in which the current flowing in upon 
the House could be checked. He referred to the 
course of Congress upon the Sunday Mail ques- 
tion. After that question was referred to a Com- 
mittee, and a masterly report made upon it, the 
question was quieted, and the excitement connect- 
ed with it subsided. The same, he believed, 
would be the case with this excitement. 

Mr. Wise contended against the right of peti- 
tion on this subject. Suppose, he said, I were to 
sign a petition to emancipate the nEeLrs of the 
Northern people—their white slaves—would they 
entertain it? I am no ‘land pirate;’ [this is a 
phrase in the petition, applied to sellers and buy- 
ers of slaves.] When an ignorant fanatic calls 
me a‘ land pirate,’ will I receive his petition? I 
had hoped, said Mr. W. that the Chairman of the 
| Committee of citizens who put down the Utica 
| Convention, would have been with us on this ques- 
| tion. 

The Chair called the gentleman to order, but 
remarked that he must permit the debate if the 
House chose to let it go on. 

Mr. Wise did not wish, he said, to add to the 
embarrassments of the Chair. The gentleman 
from New-York metus with an evasive motion, 
and says he cannot reject the memoriai on ac- 
count of the sacred right of petition. This sa- 
cred right of petition was made to conceal the 
real opinion of those who were against the South 
on this question. If this House was readily dis- 
posed to entertain aud consider the question, 
whether it has power over slave property, then, 
) said Mr. W. we have uo business here; our busi- 
| ness is to go home, to report to our constituents, 
/and rally the land. We must go home, and nev- 

er show ourselves here again. If the house was 

prepared to say that it had the power, constitu- 
| tionally, to legislate on the subject of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, there was an end to the 
| question here. : 

| Mr. Cambreleng [from New-York] called the 
‘gentleman to order, saying that he had observed 
| with regret the disposition of gentlemen to tram- 

ple on the rules, notwithstanding the repeated ad- 
| monitions from the Chair. 

The Chair decided that the gentleman from 
Virginia was not in order. 

Mr. Wise did not intend, he said, to be out of 
order. He meant to say that it was important for 
‘the South to know the opinion of Congress on this 
subject. Gentlemen should not evade the ques- 
‘tion. They must vote upon it. He contended 
| that the petition was not respectful, in its language, 
‘and he conld not consent to refer to a Committee 
|a petition which calls us land pirates. The lan- 
| guage of the paper was insulting, and for that 
| reason it ought to be thrown out. 

Mr. Hamer asked what would be the effect of 
| the motion, 

| The Chair stated, in reply, that if the motion of 
‘the gentleman from Maryland prevailed, it would 
leave the rule of the House in full operation, and 

‘the petition would lie over till to-morrow, and all 

the motions connected with it. 
| Mr. Hamer. Willit be competent then to move 
its rejection ? 

‘The Chair replied yes. 

Mr. Hammond said that he had not intended by 
his motion to throw a fire-brand into this House. 
| On the contrary, it was his purpose to exclude 
lone. In his ignorance of the rules of the House, 

he had taken it for granted, that there was one 

which would enable it to protect its own dignity, 
and the feelings of those who had a seat on this 
floor, by instantly rejecting propositions coming 
from any quarter, or in any shape, that infringed 
'on either. 
of common sense and eommon propriety, which 
ought to be adopted. He was glad to see, how- 
ever, that there was a plan by which that object 
could be effected, and he thought that if all were 
as willing to effect it as some professed to be, it 
could easily be done. He contessed he had been 
taken in, in the motion he had made to consider 
the petition. It was a trap, and he had fallen into 
it, and he thanked the gentleman from Maryland 

(Mr. Thomas,) for pointing out a way enabling 
| him to extricate himself. Atl that he desired, and 
l all that was desired by those with whom he act- 
ed, was to obtain a sitnple and direct vote upon 
this subject, and that they would have. Let not 
any portion of this House deceive themselves with 
the hope of escaping from it, for vote they must. 
Since these attacks upon the rights of those he 
represented, and his own, were persisted in, he 
was determined that this louse should take a po- 
sition which could not be mistaken. He had a 
right to demand that the people of the South should 
know what they had to expect from this House, 
and how far they had to rely solely on themselves 
for safety. Not that they asked or desired pro- 
tection from this House, or from this Government. 
No sir; on this subject the South stands erect— 




















are unavailing. He would rather, therefore, drop | slf-confident, united, strong. She asks no pro- 


ard take the next one. 


this petition ; 
F we another, in half an hour, 


be sure to hare 


We should | tection; she scorns assistance, and defies all op- 


| position, It was not his intention to discuss this 


If such a rule did not exist, it was one | 


er. 

' Tt had been said that to reject a petition was to 
! . . . : . 

deprive a people of their constitutional right. By 
no means; the people had a riglit to petition, but 
| this House has, surely, an equal right to reject 
‘their petitions. The constitutional privilege be- 
‘longed to both, and in the same degree. 

The gentleman from Maryland had said, that 
| he would vote to refer this petition to a commit- 
| tee, that an elaborate report might be prepared, 
'which would arrest all further interference with 
ithe South upon this subject. Mr. H. could not a- 
| gree with him. These incendiary memorials de- 
|served no such courtesy; they should be dealt 
‘with in a much more summary manner. The 
peace and quiet of the country demanded it. Mr. 
| H. was unwilling to produce any more excitement 


pox the subject. He would not fire the edifice to 
‘exhibit his skill in extinguishing the flames. He 
' would not scatter firebrands throughout the coun- 
try for the glory of arresting their devastations. 

| Mr. H. concluded by saying, that if the motion 
to reconsider should prevail, he would then move 
that this petition be not considered at all. He 
had not made, he would not make, this motion for 
any party purposes. His motive was higher—to 
defend the sacred rights of a large and respect- 
able portion of the people. God forbid that he 
should prostitute those rights, or in any manner in- 
volve them in the miserable scramble for the offi- 
| ces of this Government. His object was simply 
{to have a plain, direct, unequivocal vote on this 
|important subject, without any ‘entanglement’ 
whatever. 

Mr. Beardsley thought, he said, there was no 
| use in spending another day on this subject. If 
| the petition was laid on the table, it would be nail- 
| ed there, and every succeeding petition would be 
disposed of in tie same way. ‘The House would 





enemies of abolitionists wouldagree? Refuse to 
consider the petition, and you do what should be 
done, and that in the most prompt manner. 

Mr. V. said he could not but repeat his surprise 
that any gentleman could conceive that the inter- 
ests of the South could be advaneed by the pro- 
tractraction of this debate. He had flattered him- 
self that the vote that was given, a few days ago, 
upon the memorial presented by the honorable 
gentleman from Maine (Mr. Fairfield) had given 
this exciting subject its quietus for the session. 
He imputed no sinister motives to any gentleman, 
and he trusted that he cherished none himself. He 
believed that the gentlemen here meant what they 
not only avowed that they did mean, but what they 
solemnly pledged by their votes that they meant. 
He had supposed that common charity, not to men- 
tion parliamentary courtesy, required this species 
of faith from every gentleman on this floor. He, 
therefore, had believed that when gentlemen had 
refused on Monday the courtesy of even printing 


the petition presented by the gentleman from 








Maine, in addition to their vote to lay it on the ta- 


ble, it should serve as a most ample guaranty that 
all who voted against printing were decidedly op- 
posed to the prayer of the petitioners; and was 
not this so, sir, according to all the known and le- 
gitimate deductions from parliamentary proceed- 
ings? Had gentlemen, before to-day, ever imag- 
ined or proposed a more summary or unequivocal 
mode of rejecting the prayer of a petition than was: 
indicated by a refusal to print it, and an almost 
unanimous vote to lay it on the table ? 

It would be, probably, recollected what course 
he, Mr. V., had taken in regard to the petition of 
the honorable gentleman from Maine. The mover 
of the petition himself moved to lay it on the table 
because of this circumstance. An honorable col- 
league of his own (Mr. Granger) had preceded his 
vote with the inquiry whether the gentleman who 
introduced the petition moved to lay it on the ta- 
ble, and upon receiving an affirmative response 





from the Chair, he replied, * Zhen I vote in the 
affirmative.’ Mr. V., for the purpose of more effec- 


} . . . 
| not again be troubled with the question this ses-| tually ascertaining the sense of the House, and to 


/ sion. 
‘here who were very desirous of speaking on this 
(subject. ‘Those who were in favor of laying the 
subject on the table, were desirous of avoiding any 
discussion. These petitions had been presented 
here for four years. 
were desirous of discussing the subject and peti- 
tioning us in regard to it, and there were fanatics 
in other parts of the Union, also, who wished to 
discuss it. 

Mr. Vanderpool [from New York] said he was 
surprised at the range which the debate had taken 
upon the question now before the House. He be- 
lieved it was iucompatible with the interests and 
true objects of those who were opposed to the mis- 
| chievous doings of the modern abolitionists. Mr. 
| V. said that he was the last man on that floor to 
| dodge or evade any direct point or vote that should 
| indicate his opinion upon the principle involved in 

the petitiun now upon the Speaker’s table. He 

would as prefatory to the few remarks he intended 

to submit, take occasion to say that he had, last 
year, as a member of the District Committee, to 
| which similar petitions were then referred, oppos- 
‘ed, and he would always, and forever, while he 
jhad aseat here, oppose any measure that might 
| directly or indirectly favor or forward or counten- 
| ance the views and objects expressed by such pe- 
titions. He was opposed, openly and uncondition- 
ally opposed, to the interference of Congress with 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and to the mis- 
| chievous and incendiary doing of Abolitionists and 
| Abolition Societies, in relation to slavery in the 
slaveholding States. He (Mr. V.) had never had 
any doubts or qualms or scruples as to what was 
his duty upon this momentous subject, as one of 
the Representatives of one of these confederated 
States. But while he made this unequivocal! 
avowal of his sentiments, he could not refrain from 
remarking that if he had entertained any such 
doubts or scruples, he had had heard speeches to- 
day from certain quarters very ill calculated to re- 
move those doubts and scruples. Why had this 
debate taken such an immeasurable range? Was 








| about it the better ? 
| that we were aiding the efforts of abolitionists, by 


| wrought by the Northern Abolitionists. 
| What was the question before the house ? 
, Was upon the motion of the honorable gentleman 
| from Maryland, (Mr. Thomas,) to reconsider the 
| vote taken this morning, to the end that that hon- 
‘orable gentleman might move (as he had promised 
| to do) the question whether the House would con- 
sider the petition. He would vote first to recon- 
| sider, and then he would, if the question was pro- 
| pounded, vote against considering the petition, and 
| for reasons which he would very briefly state. 
Mr. V. conceived that this course would save 
\the rights of all parties. It would save the sa- 
icred right of petition, and secure the object of all 
those who felt duly solicitous for the rights and 
| interests of the slaveholding States. For, said Mr. 
| V., the motion or question whether we will consid- 
‘er the petition, pre-supposes the reception of it. 
| That motion proceeds upon the assumption that 
‘the petition is already here before us, as it now 
,surely is in point of fact; and a negative vote to 
the proposition whether we will consider the peti- 
‘tion, would certainly be as emphatic a mode of 
{expressing our disapprobation, nay, our reproba- 
‘tion, of the object of the petitioners, as could well 
| be conceived. 
| the nation, and the world, that the notions of the 
| petiuioners were so heretical, and their doings were 
, so mischievous and incendiary, that co-instanti that 
, such petitions were read, we would consign them 
toa grave from which there should be no resur- 
rection. Was it not clearly so, viewing this sub- 
|ject though, the medium of common sense, and 
testing it by the rules of parliamentary logic? Yes, 
/sir, the refusal to consider the petition would be 
'telling such petitioners, in language that could 
| not be misunderstood, to cease their abortive and 
incendiary efforts to disturb the rights of property 
recognised and guarantied by those men of olden 
| times, who were so much wiser and better than 


It would be telling the petitioners, | 


It was most obvious that there were those : 


There were fanatics who | 


it consistent with one of the cardinal doctrines of | heard one man sug 
) the friends of the South, that the subject was one lislative act in reva: 
| so delicate in its nature that the less that was said! ed to give the sub 
It really appeared to him /the table ; 
t ists, | | would not answer 

| shooting off upon a mere preliminary question, in- | not reject the petiti 
| to dissertations upon the evils and abominations | would only serve 
j and excitability of the South. 
It/ not disposed 16 grant the prayer of the petition, to 


Maryland (Mr. 


arrest an unprofitable debate upon this existing 
subject, then moved a!so to lay the motion to print 
the petition on the table, and the triumphant af- 
firmative vote upon that question should have sat- 
| istied, and was sufficient to satisfy, the nation that 
such petitions would never receive the least coun- 
tenance from this House. Strong as that vote 
was, it was evidently not near so strong as a vote 
would be upon a direct proposition to reject the 
prayer of the petition. Many gentlemen doubt- 
less voted in favor of printing from eonsiderations 
of courtesy to the petitioners, whe would vote 
against the object of the petition. After all that 
had taken-placé on Monday, he had supposed that 
the sense of this House against the exciting and 
diabolical schemes of the abolitionists had been 
expressed to the nation and to the world in a man- 
ner so clear and so emphatic that ‘the way-faring 
man, though a fool,’ could not err as to what were 
the sentiments of a vast majority of this House; 
but from the proceedings of to-day, it would seem 
that some gentleman supposed he was mistaken. 
Mr HARPER, ot Pennsylvania, had, he said 
the other day, voted against laying a similar me- 
morial on the table, and against laying on the ta- 
ble the motion to print, not becanse he thought the 
sense of the [louse ought to be calmly, deliberate- 
ly, and decidedly expressed on the subject. Re- 
Jecting petitions, and throwing them back, would 
not satisfy the people. This course was calcu- 
lated to call forth bad feelings. He wished to ceta 
vote which would save us from all trouble in future. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said that, in the wide 
range of legislative duties, there was none more 
essential and important than that which required 
calmness of deliberation on the exciting subjects 
which came before us. He had never seen on 
this floor half a dozen men who were disposed to 
exercise their legislative power by abolition. I¢. 
was a subject which necessarily excited the sensi- 
bilities, the prejudices, and suspicions, if any choose 
so to call them, of the South—but which were too 
deeply rooted in the hearts of the Southern people 
to be eradicated. He had not, on this occasion,. 
gest any wish to adopt any leg- 
ard to abolition. Some propos- 
Subject a quietus by laying it on 
but, in his humble judgment, that course 
the purpose. Why should we. 
on atonce? Any other course 
to keep alive the apprehensions 
if the House was 





refer it would be supererogatory. If their minds. 
were made up, let the House say so, and allay all 
these bitter feuds and angry feelings. 

Mr. Pierce of New Hampshire, said he had no 
disposition to discuss the merits of this deeply ex- 
citing question at any time, and his respect for the 
rules of the House would prevent his attempting 
to do so under the motion of the gentleman from 
Thomas) to re-consider, which mo- 
would be withdrawn, and then the 
motion of the gentleman from New York (Mr 
Beardsley) so far modified as to meet the appro- 
bation of all who are most sensitive upon this agi- 
tating question, and he rose to add his request to 
the suggestion made by his friend (he hoped he 
he might so call him) from Virginia. This was not 
the last memorial of the same character which 
would be senthere. It was perfectly apparent 
that the question must be met now or at some fu- 
ture time fully and explicitly, and such an expres- 
sion of this House given as could leave no possi- 
ble room to doubt as to the opinions and sentiments 


tion he hoped 


| entertained by its members, 


He (Mr. P.) had indeed considered the over- 
whelming vote of the House yesterday, laying a 








the reformers and fanatics of modern days. Why, 


memorial of similar tenor, and, he believed, the 
same in terms, upon the table, as fixing upon it 
the stamp of reprobation. He supposed that all 
sections of the country were satisfied with that 
expression, but gentlemen seemed now to consid. 
er the vote as equivocal and evasive, He was 
unwilling that any imputation should rest upon 
the North in consequence of the misguided and’ 
fanatica! zeal of a few—comparatively very few— 
who, however honest might have’ been their pur- 
poses, he believed had done incalculable mischief, 
and whose movements he knew received no more’ 
sanction among the great mass of the 
North than they did'at the South. ent 
(Continued on 4th page.) 


ene nen 





ve, Ay 


— ‘ BEAT oe 3 noe * - ee en s 7— ee N con i z 3 z we cae . ri ~ — 
he  remnneees 7: pn . r 3 ae agit an y memne ee “ 
mar i inns ae ap oa “ os = és . ~ skelntis P 4 a 
— jon ar =a v —_—= “ on — ee Sainte o — - “Tt, a Tres 4 ” - “ a 
p so 2 meen : BIR, seeks eit 25 Rig ey a" < * je eer - : 
™ pie chm ese ; a Se ie Ty SB pm 


apes olgn emanate a 





















































= . - 

>- . 
N ==: 
ow 























2 


sell. If they can emancipate, they can fix the 
condition of the slave. What was to be the con- 
dition of the slave, after lis emancipation? Was 
he to be free ?—to sit incoancil,—in the jury box, 
’ —-to elect and be elected to al! offices? In one 
ld another to the 
anomalous class of people how ini 
trict who were nether slaves nor tree: 

Mr. Jotinson, of Louisiana, Mr. Wise, of Va., 
Mr. Jones, of Va., followed, all maintaining that 
it was requisite for Congress, at this juncture, to) 
pass a declaratory resolwtion to the effect that 
Congress had no power, constitutionally, to abol- 
ish slavery inthis district. 

PA Mr. Beardsley advocated a different course, and | 
pointed out to Southern gentlemen the danger of} 
adhering to their position,—-not hesitating to de- | 
clare that they lyes In @ nueor- , 


’ 


word, was he to be free, or to ¢ 


-—_ 


tnting the dis- 





would find thems 


ity. He asked then why they wou!d not be con-} 
j tent with a course which had, hitherte, been 
Bat 4: thought adequate to the eccasion,—the disposition | 
pi ' of the petitions by laying them on the table?) 
ab 5 This had always been taken asa declaration, by 
: Congress, of their indisposition to meddle with 
? the subject. If the House Jeft this safe ground 
where they had 180 in their favor to $1 against 
them, they might find themselves involved in dif- 
ficulties. He was in favor of the reconsideration, 
and of the adoption of the resolutions offered by 
iy Mr. Owens of Georgia, which, lie said, acknowl- 
edged the right of petition and gave the petition- 
4," ers a hearing, while it affurded to the South every 
security which they could ask. 
{| floor for to-morrow. 


Wepvespay, Dec. 23. 
’ The House resumed the consideration of the | 
motion to RECONSIDER the vote by which a memo- 


} 


rial praying the abolition of slavery and the slave | 

v, trade in the district of Columbia had been refer- 
' red to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. Slade, of Vermont, spoke at great length, 

+ in opposition to the motion. He was, he said, in| 


favor of the prayer of the petion, so far as he un- | 
derstood it. Gentlemen had gone off from the | 
subject into denunciations of the Abolitionists, 
instead of considering the questions involved in| 
the petition. His object was to call the attention | 
of the House to the question, which was, the abo- | 
lition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis-| 
trict of Coluinbia; which latter branch of the} 
oF question had not been mentioned by a single in-| 
dividual in the discussion. Some of the petitions | 

on the subject were in favor of the immediate and | 

others of the gradual abolition of slavery. He 

| himself never was in favor of immediate and un- 
4 qualified abolition, here or elsewhere; and he be- 
heved it would end in the defeat of the purpose of 
those who desired it. He thought, however, that 
a qualified and gradual abolition of slavery in this 
District, was practicable, just and expedient. He 
could not stand here as a freeman, nor as the rep- 
resentative of freemen, and not say that the right 
, of one man to hold: nother as property, ought to 
cease. But, while he said this, he would not by 

(fy immediate action, place the slaves in a worse con- 
dition than they were ai present. We were bound 





$ to enact laws to prepare them for freedom. He 
A , was an advocate for jaw, in opposition to the will 
a. of self-constituted authorities ; and, on this prin- 
e ciple, he was, and always should be, an Anti-ma- 


son. But while he would thus quality the opera- 
tion of the abolition of slavery, he was in favor of 
the immediate abolition of the slave trade. It 
seemed to be the disposition of the House to give 
this part of the subject the go-by. He wished the 
i whole subject to go to a Committee for the pur- 
4 pose of drawing out the facts in relation to the 
slave trade, as it is carried on in the District of 
Columbis. He had understood that it was car- 
ried on extensively in the city of Washington, 
and still more in Alexandria, and that from there, 
slaves were shipped to Southern ports, in like 
manner as they were brought here from Africa. 
In regard to this subject, gentlemen were deceiv- 
ed as to the views of the North. The gentleman 
from New-Hampshire (Mr. Pierce) told us that 
not one in five hundred of the people of his Dis- 
trict were in favor of the object of these petitions, 
and that they were the work of a few miserable 
Li phe fanatics,—and the resolutions of public meetings 
. were referred to as authority for these statements. | 
; Gentlemen were altogether mistaken on this sub- 
ject. Public sentiment, as expressed in public | 
meetings, was directed against the mani: of tho | 
Abolitionists, and not against the abolition of sla- | 
very in the District. As he had stated the othe 
day, many who signed this petition were not Abo- 
litionists, and never would be; and they were 
2 $h-3 men whose opinions were entitled to the respect- | 








i 
\ 





{ ful consideration of this House. 
: Mr. Slade referred to the petition presented to | 
: this House in 1828, by several hundreds of the | 

4 most respectable inhabitants of this District, in 
favor of the same object; and he sent the petition 

to the clerk’s table to be read. [The petition 

sets forth, among other things, that a black man 

' claiming to be free, was imprisoned on suspicion 
; of being a slave, and that, after remaining twelve 
s months in jail, no person appearing to claim him, 
and his freedom not being made apparent, he was 
sold as a slave, to pay his jail fees. It is proper 

to mention that this occurred under an absolute 
‘ statute of Maryland, which is not in force in that! 
State, though itis here. None of the improve-} 

if ments in legislation adopted in Maryland and 





e on Congress aloue, as our local legislature. ‘i'he 
new code prepared under a law of Congress, by | 
Mr. Chambers and the late Mr. Doddridge, makes | 
proper provisions on this subject, and does away | 


6 tenon 


‘s been adopted and urged by the citizens of the 
District, it has never been acte:! an by Congress. | 
Senator Tyler in vain urged the bill for its adop- 
tion upon Congress at the last session. They 
: can’t step talking long enough tu act.) 

4 Mr. Slade went into the consideration of the ob- 
és jection that Congress had no right to legislate on) 
this subject; and urged that if Congress, as the 
local legislature, could not act for the people of 
the District, their condition was truly hopeless ; 
for neither Maryland nor Virginia could legislate | 
for them, and they could not legislate for them- | 
ui selves. The grant of ‘exclusive jurisdiction’, 
: within the ‘ten miles sqnare,’ he considered as! 


3+ giving such authority, and he found nothing to 
, contravene it inthe acts of cession. Mr. 8. con-! 

$ sidered the subject in many other points of view, | 
particularly as a religious question, involving the 
sin of slaveholding; and, as a political question, 

3. if in relation to the prospect that the increase of | 
Like slaves in the South, being greater then was con-| 
‘the templated by the Constitution, would destroy the | 
Pie balance of representation. He referred to ex-! 
as tracts from the Richmond Enquirer and Whig, | 
: and to other Southern authorities, for proof of the 

t evil of slavery, and of the disposition of the South | 

. to get rid of it. 
q { In conclusion he said, all the attempts to sup- 


press the investigation here would be fruitless. 
Gentlemen might as well undertake to arrest the 
plancts in their course, as to stop the progress of 
free principles in the world. The religion of 
Christ would bring into action the great truth em- 
blazoned in our Beclaration of Independence, that 
‘all men are born free and equal.’ 

Mr. Garland, of Va., replied at considerable 
length. He said he had come here under the fond 
anticipation that the action and feeling of the peo- 
ple of the North had rendered it unnecessary for him 
to vindicate his constituents from the charge of 
man-stealing, piracy, &c. The gentleman who 


ed on this subject, 7 
While some gentlemen tell us that the people ct 
the North are not in favor.of the abolition schemes, 
another who undertakes to speak for the whole 
North, tells us they are. 
gentleman from Vermont was alone acguainted 
with the fi 
he alone represent it truly ? 
tor undeceiving us, but hoped that he was himself 
He could not but admire the ekill with 
which the weatleman approached the subject,—the 
manner ip which he concealed his real feelings 
towards ¢he South under the cover ef kind words. 
He would take this occasion to make 2 remark in 
reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Adums,) who had said thet. he did not wish to be 
provoked to discuss the merits,—-‘ the sublime mer- 
He would ask the honorable gen- 
tleman, when he was ayain disposed to speak of 
the ‘sublime merits’ of slavery, in a 
and insult which could not be mistaken, to cast his 
eye on that picture [pointing to Wash'ugton] and 
to recollect that this man, a slaveholder and the | 
‘cormpanion of slaveholders, when the Eastern peo- { 
| ple were weak and oppressed, together with a vast 
number of slaveholders, loft his home and proper- 
ty, and espoused their cause. 
| Mr. Adams he pronounced wrong, unjust, unkind, 
jand illiberal; and he called upon him to retract 
, them. 
jthe abolition measures were connected with the 
peutions, and to point out the necessity of exclud- 
‘ing them from the House. 
Mr. Slade [fromm Vermont] took the floor, and | abolitionists, he showed, had created se much sen- 
moved an adjournment. Of course he has the} sation and alarm at the South, that the represen- 
\tatives from the South could not now, as they 
| might have done formerly, give any consideration 
jat all to the objects of the memorialists. 
| verted to the causes 


deceived. 


its of slavery.’ 


{the burden, and fasten it upon the South, 
condition of the South, in this respect, was kno 
to the North, during the revolutionary struggle— 
| and, at the time of the formation of the Constitu- 





iast spoke, by contradicting all that had been stat- 





had unhinged his confidence. 


Was it the fact that the 


clings of the people of the Norih, or did 


Mr. G. went into some views to show tha 


tone of irony 


my . * 
ihe expressions of 


The movements of the 


He would thank hun ; gle town of the Dis en i t 
} represent, a solitary petition was forwarded betore | of their being runaways, and wet being 
the close of the session, with a request that I} be such, have been sold into perp tual Slavery tor 
would present it to the House. Sir, 1] did present the payment of their jail jfecs! Because, while 
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THE LIB ERAT O 
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These ef- | disreputable as well as unprotitable : 


; but, | am gratified to add, | cruel, and hypocritical : Because often, and even 
| without eny other result than tuat, trem one sin-| 


: Because it is oppressive to , 
make labor } 
Because it 
rid as avaricious, 


. 


since the last session of Congress, persons have 

trict which | had the honor to’ been imprisoned inthe District ou mere suspicion 
being proved to j 
' 


{ 


. . e x aX __ ; > Pre ue ° 2epesity he s 
‘it, and it was referred to the same Committee on | Slavery continues, there uust of necessity be a 


ithat the true and only me 


He acy 
by which slavery was enitail- 
| ed upon the South, and in the production of which | 
causes the Northern people had great share,— and 
‘ also, to the circumstances of soil and climate wh ich 
)had combined to free tke Northern States from 
T,he 
Wwn 


| tion it was known to be the irremediable. It was, 
| therefore, treacherous on the part of the people of 
the North, to urge this feature as a reproach upon 
the people of the South now, and to seek such 
measures of removing it as would inevitably over- 
whelm the South in disaster and ruin. 
asked no aid from the North, and felt herself to be 
in no danger, except from the incendiary and 
treacherous movements of the North. 
upon the House, so far as they were concerned, to 
discountenance these movements, by the rejection 
of all petitions of the sort now under consideration. 
He considered the question of the constitutional 
power of Congress over the subject, and showed 
that in the act of cession of the District by Virgin- 
ia, it was expressly provided that Congress should 
exercise no jurisdiction ‘affecting the rights of in- 
dividuals therein, 


The South 


Ife called 


Several Members addressed the Chair simulta- 


neously, but the floor was obtained by 


Mr. Mann, of New York, who moved the previ- 


ous question. 


The motion was seconded by the House by a 


vote of 104 to 79. 


The question being taken, ‘Shall the main ques- 


by a vote of 137 to 71. 


The main question was then taken, on the re- 


consideration of the motion to refer, and deter- 
mined in the affirmative.—Yeas 148; Nays 61. 


Mr. Owens moved that the petition and the mo- 


tion to refer be laid on the table, and said he should 
make a similar motion in regard to every like pe- 
tition presented, in order to cut off the discussion 
which has taken so wide a range. 
already indicated to the House, he should offer, 
when the States were called for resolutions. 


His resolution, 


The question being taken, the motion to lay the 


\s 


ays 66. The nays were as follows :— 


ne on the table was agreed ta—Yeas 144 
pt 


Nays—John Q. Adams, Heman Allen, Jeremiah 


Bailey, Wm. K. Bond, N’l. B. Borden, Geo. N. 
Briggs, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Calhoon, Robert B. 
Campbell, John Chambers, Timothy Childs, N’l. 
H. Claiborne, Wm. Clark, Caleb Cushing, Har- 
mar Denny, Geo. Evans, Horace Everett, James 
» Garland, Rice Garland, Thos. Glascock, Jas. Gra- 
ham, Francis Granger, Wm. J. Grayson, Geo. 
Gresnell, Jr., John K. Griffin, Hiland Hall, Jas. H. 
Hammond, Gideon Hard, Jas. Harper, Abner Ha- 
zeltine, Sam’l. Hoar, Hiram P. Hunt, Wm. Jack- 


F) John Lawler, Abbot Lawrence, Geo. W. Lay, 


Luke Lea, Levi Lincoln, Thos. C. Love, F. 8. Ly- 
en, Abram P. Maury, Jonathan McCarty, Wm. 


| McComas, John J. Milligan, Matthias Morris, John 


M. Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Jas. A. Pearce, Eb- 


John Reed, John Robertson, James Rogers, Davi 
Russei], Wm. B. Shepard, Wm. Sprague, Wadd 


}enezer Pettigrew, F. W. Pickens, David Potts, Jr. 


d 


y 


Thompson, Geo. W. Towns, John White, Elisha. 


Whittlesey, Hy. A. Wise. 


JOHN Q. ADAMS’ SPEECH, 


ON MONDAY, DEC. 21, 


Mr. Adams rose and said, he hopee the 


motion 


to reconsider this vote would not prevail; and he 


expressed this hope for the very reason which the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) had assigen- 
it appears 
i Virginia can apply to the District, and we depend | to me (said Mr. A.) thet the only way of getting 
‘this question from the view of the House and of 
the nation, is to dispose of all petitions on the 
subject in the same way. ‘This is not a new opt 
$ ion; I assumed this position in my very first ac 
ri se . ‘rely: but thouch it hag{&s a member of this House, from the very time | ; : 
with the slave trade entirely ; but though it has ota hae tai ame dik ‘ak ial the 22¢, | must offer a resolution that every member who|tinue to speak. 
. dares to express a sentiment of this kind shall be | been the spoil of 
, expelled, or that the speeches shall not go forth to | Not only have her v 
| the public, shall not be circulated. : 


ed for voting in favor of the motion. 


Congress. 


t J 


a 


At that time fifteen petitions were j 
' transmitted to me, not from my own constituents, | 
but from citizens of the Society of Friends in the 


} 


State of Pennsylvania, with a request that | would | 
present them to the House. Sir, { did so in hom- 


age to the sacred right of petition—a right which, | 


in whatever manner it may be treated by othe 


members of this House, shall never be treated by 


me other than with respect. 


But, sir, not being in favor of the object of the 
petitions, I then gave notice to the House and to 
the country, that, upon the supposition that these 
petitions had been transmitted to me under the 
expectation that I should present them, I felt it 
my duty to say I should not support them. And, 


sir, the reason which I gave at that time for de 
cling to support them was precisely the same rea 


son which the gentleman from Va. now gives for 
reconsidering this motion—namely, to keep the lb 


1 


discussion of the subject out of the House. 


r 





said, sir, that I believed this discussion would be 
altogether unprofitable to the House and to the 


country ; but, in deference to the sacred right of ’ 
| petition, | moved that these fifteen petitions, all of +, 
which were numerously signed, should be refer- , | To the Honorable the House of Representatives of 


red to the Committee on the District of Columbia, } 
at the head of which was, at that time, a distin- 
guished citizen of Virginia, now, I regret to say | 


—and the whole country has occasion to regret— 


isno more. These petitions were thus referred 


and, after a short period of time, the chairman of 
the Committee on the District of Columbia made 
2 report to this House, which report was read, and 
unanimously accepted; and nothing more has 
been heard of these petitions from that day to. 
this. In taking the course I then took, I was not. 
sustained by the unanimous voice of my owncon- : 
stituents; there were many among them, persons 

as respectable and as entitled to consideration as 

any others, who disapproved of the course I pur- 


sued on that occasion. 





| done successfully in one instance. 
5 | made to lay these petitions on the table; 
| House did not accede to the proposition: they re- | ; 

ferred the petitions as they had been before re- | of arbitrary will: Because every 
ferred, and with the same result. For, from the | in his right senses, is fitter for freedom than for state, who hip the daring impiety to 
| moment that these petitions are referred to the slavery: Because the experiment has been tried 
‘Committee on the District of Columbia, they go' elsewhere, and has always been found to be safe 
‘to the family vault ‘of all the Capulets,’ and you |—witness especially the cases ot Antigua and 
_ will never liear of them afterwards. 


doubt that his place is well supplied, prese ; ) ny « 
| one or more petitions to this effect, and delivered | to disturb it. Practicable, because it will only ex- 
(a long and eloquent speech of two hours in sup- 
{port of them. 
| was not answered: not a word was said, but the 
} vote of the House was taken; the petitions were | ly make it necessary for the employers to pay fair 
referred to the Committee on the District, and we 
have heard nothing more of them since. At the 
‘ same session, or probably at the very last session, 
a distinguished member of this House from the 
State of Connecticut, presented one or inore pe- 
titions to the same effect, and declared in his 
place that he himself concurred in all the opin- 
Did this declaration light up the 


_lons expressed, 
Sir, he was 


flame of discord in this House ? 
‘heard with patience and complacency. He mov- 
‘ed the reference of the petitions to the @ommittee 
‘on the District of Columbia, and there they went, 
!to sleep the sleep of death. 
‘ing from recollection, was [the Reporter is re- 
‘quested by him to state] mistaken with respect to 
‘the reference of the petitions presented at the last 
‘session of Congress to the Committee. 
were then for the first time laid on the table, as 
At the pre- 
i ceding session of the last Congress, as at all for- 
mer times, all such petitions had been referred to 


‘ 


' 


' time before. 





| 


| iment ? 
these pamphlets. 


the District of Columbia, and I believe nothing | Stave Trane. Such trace has, by a solemn act 
/more has been heard of it since. From the ex-! of Congress, been ceclared Prkacy when carried 
perience of this session, [ was perfectiy satisfied, on upon the ocean; your petitioners, do not un- 
thod of keeping this | derstand why it should be less criminal on Jand ; 
subject out of discussion was, to take that course ; nor why one man should be licensed to buy and 
to refer all petitions of this kind to the Comunit-| sell the natives of our own sa rt be while another 
‘tee on the District of Columbia, or some other is ignominiously hung for tratlicking in the per- 


Yet, to such a magnitude has 


Bermuda, where emancipation was immediate and 


At the first session of the last Congress, a gen- | unconditional, and the public peace 18 now so se- 


And what was the result? 


was the motion to print one of them. 


Committees and printed when so desired. 
Why not adopt the same course now ? 


tainly is notan Abolition Committee. 


Mr. Adams speak- 


They 


Here 
iis a petition which has been already referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. Leave 
tion be now put,’ it was decided in the affirmative, {it there, aad, my word for it, sir, you will have 
just such a result as has taken place time after 
Your Committee on the District cer- 
You will 
have a fit, proper, and able report from them; the 


He | for a natural and voluntary one. 


House, sub silentio, will adopt it, and you will hear 


no more about it. 


consequence ? 


But if you are to reconsider 
the vote, and to lay these petitions on the table ; 
if you come to the resolution that this House will 
not receive any more petitions, what will be the 
In a large portion of this country 
every individual member who votes with you, will 


be left at home at the next election, and some one 
wil] be scut who is not prepared to lay these peti- 


uons on the table. 
What will be the next consequence ? 


Sir, you 


will have discussion ; and, to my regret I say it, 
discussion has been called for and challenged 


upon this floor. 
what will the discussion amount to? 
sion upon the merits of slavery ? 


{t has been challenged. And 
A discus- 
Sir, on such a 


discussion every speech made by a Representa- 
tive north of Mason and Dixon’s line, in this House, 


will be an incendiary pamphlet, and what will you 
The speeches of my colleagues, 


do with them ? 


probably of myself, will be incendiary ; because, 
son, Hy. I’. James, Hy. Johnson, John W. Jones, | if discussion is thrust upon us, I doubt not I might 


|make a speech as incendiary as any pamphlet upon 
which such torrents of denunciation have been 
if I were capable of the craven 


poured upon us. 


and recreant spirit of shrinking from expressing, 


not probably so much my own sentiments as those 


of my constituents, I should go home to their 


scorn, and they would send here a man who would 


represent them more faithfully. 


Well, sir, what becomes of these incendiary 
| pamphlets, the speeches in this House, if they go 
}to the public? What will be done with them by 

the public press? ‘I'he newspapers report these 
speeches ; every speech is circulated through your 
whole country, and how can you arrest it? Will 
you introduce a resolution that Members of this 
House shall not speak a word in derogation of the 
sublime merits of slavery ? 
/ Solution of this kind, to follow the one laid upon 
' your table this morning—a resolution that no mem- 
ber of this House shall dare to utter an incendia- 
ry sentiment! And what is that incendiary sen- 
Why, it is, in substance, the contents of 
Weill, sir, you begin with sup- 
pressing the right of petition ; you must next sup- 
press the right of speech in this House, for you 


y the House, in the possession of the Committee 


on the District of Columbia, and that we shall 
hear no more about it. 





COPY OF THE WRENTHAM PETITION. 


the United States of America: 


The petition of the undersigned citizens of 
Wrentham, respectfully sheweth, 


That your petitioners would take no measures 


| for the abolition of Slavery which are not reason- 
‘|able, peaceful, and sanctioned both by the Con- 
| stitution of our country and the dictates of an en- 
| lightened humanity. They do not, therefore, ask 
your honorable body to interfere with those laws | 
which inthe several States go to establish and | of yout views and efforts Afr: 
regulate property in human beings. But, as Con- | ful sense till time shall be no 
gress has exclusive power of legislation in and_ it is the system of the nation 
over the District of Columbia, they ask for the | What shall I say of it? 
exercise of that power totally and immediately to, that I speak the sentiment 
abolish Slavery within said District. They ask it, 
because Slavery is unjust: Because it violates 


You must have a re- 


What will be | 
the consequence then? You suppress the right 
of petition ; you suppress the freedom of speech; | have been sold i1 human shambles as beasts and 
the freedom of the press, and the freedom of re-|chattels. Christian and civilized nations have, for 
ligion ; for, in the minds of many worthy, honest, | centuries, preyed on her defenceless children, as 
and honorable men, fanatics, if you please so to} wolves and tigers on lambs. Africa has an awful 
call them, this is a religious question, in which | te] 
they act under what they believe to be a sense of | 
duty to their God; and, however erroneous may 
be their conclusions, it is not for me, nor for this 
House to judge them. Therefore, sir, in defer- 
ence to what has been heretofore the usage of 
, this House, in deference to the respect which is 
due to the right of petition, and the respect which 
|is due to the right of freedom of speech, freedom | 
,of the press. and freedom of religion, I hope that 
this petition will be left, where it has been placed 


— 
| of all her christian (!) ravishers and plunderers, and 





| 
; 
i 





| bosom of my family in try native land, to ny being | of civilization and chgtianity. The children 
sold at public avction as a chattel anda beast in | 


change an unnatural and forced system of labor 
it will not an- 
nihilate the laborers nor their labor, but will mere- 


wages. Your petitioners merely ask for every 
American the common protection as well as gov- 
ernment of wise and equitable laws. 

Finally, your petitioners, disclaiming any de- 
sien of interfering unconstitutionally or unwar- 
rantably with the concerns of others; and with 
the kindest regard for the interests of their South- 
ern fellow-citizens, ask for the abolition of Slave- 
ry in the District of Columbia, because it will fur- 
nish a most salutary example to all slaveholders 
throughout the world, teaching them that an im- 
mediate abrogation hnd renunciation of the claim 
of property in man is safe and profitable, as well 
as honorable and just. They feel bound as men, 
as christians, and as republicans, to urge this sub- 
ject upon the attention of Congress ; and from the 
exercise of this constitutional right as well as 
from the inalienable one of freely expressing their 
opinions, they can never cease till justice is done. 














COMMUNICATIONS. 
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‘AMALGAMATION.’ 
Broruer Garrison— 

The stereotyped slander so frequently charged 
upon Abolitionists has become stale and too silly 
to be used any longer as an argument against 
them. My object is now to charge the sin of a 
corrupt and polluting amalgamation upon those 
who are truly guilty of it. 1 speak it to the shame 
of many of my southern acquaintances, and my 
object in stating these truths is to bring to light 
more of the hidden things of darkness connected 
with the system of slavery, for I presume that half 
of the abominations of that wicked system are 
not yet disclosed to freemen of the North. Who 
are the fathers and mothers of the half million 
mulattoes at the South—did they originate in 
Africa ? 

I formerly resided in one of our Southern cities : 
at that time there were a number of my acquaint- 
ances, men of respectable standing in sociely, who 
publicly lived with a black or mulatto mistress. 
It was not thought disgraceiul for gentlemen of 
property to keep a Quadroon. ‘This illicit con- 
nection was commenced under a contract between 
the parties, the gentleman paramour binding 
himself to pay the colored creole a spaniel 
sum for the privilege of living with her a certain 
number of years, and if they had issue, they were 
ta be provided for as stipulated in the contract. 
This contract wes then confirmed, as I learned 
from others, by the Catholic Priest, and consider- 
ed binding on the parties for the time being. 

I presume there are persons who have resided 
and do reside in our southern cities, that could 
give a horrible account of the polluting and wick- 
ed amalgamation that has been and is still carried 
on to a frightful extent in those cities and through- 
out the slaveholding States. 

Abolitionists do not advocate amalgamation. 
They are laboring to bring about the entire abo- 
lition of slavery, and so do away all the sins and 
iniquities inseparably connected with the horrible 
system of American slavery, which threaten the 
destruction of our beloved country. Py 

If you think the above will serve the righteous 
cause in which abolitionists are engaged, you are 
at liberty to publish it in your valuable paper the 
Liberator. JUSTICE. 

New-England, Dec. 18:35. 


A VOICE FROM AFRICA. No. 3 


Mr. Eprror,—You have allowed Africa to speak 
for herself in your excellent paper. Let her con- 
Three hundred years has she 
christian and civilized nations. 
egetable productions been 














| Seneere into the markets of civilized nations as ar- 


ticles of merchandize, but her sons and daughters 


ale to tell—an awful book to open to the nations 
of the earth. She wishes to unfold a few of her 
awful secrets to the nations on this side eternity ; 
but she expects to meet them at a higher tribunal, 
when all distinction of color, country, and condi- 
tion will be annihilated, and then, in the presence 


in the presence of God, the Father of all, will she 
open wide the book of her wrongs and sufferings. 
O that Heaven would bring our spoilers to speedy 
repentance—that on earth, the oppressed and the 


| oppressor might mingle their tears of confession : 
jand forgiveness, and thus we be spared the pain | device of the devil topstrict the full and anlimit- 


of witnessing against them at that tribunal where 
repentance and forgiveness will come too late. 

I would speak of the system of slavery in the 
United States, and of the government, the church, 
the ministers, the politicians aad the arguments, 


by whose means this system has been justified and , thrill of horror ran thtugh the nation. 


sustained. I speak as an African—yes, as a slave, 
that has passed througt all the anguish and hor- 


ok ee ee ee es 


aecrtl goof concubinage—of nlune 
de—of pracy and murder, 

Twill state some of the essen 
this bystein of plood, without whi 
sustaned jor 


tial principles of 


eh it eesel \ 
chit could nor vt 
Mmont’s «nd at | ; 
MOwMChe, UNG Then let every 


» . haa 
of a sound ond and unvreiud 


eeu heart, idee 


whetlpr, ad tle victinis of this system, we} 

TP = eyo, We have 
premepece amunjust sentence. rutal ty. 
rants aad robbes of our race have thus fap bec 

} — ; “lek Se Dee ap ipa tae on:,, ‘ ecu 
allowea to pled their own cause and to bri 
ee 8nd 00 Dring jr 


the verdict tnd pass the sentence 2 
selves. N¢w bt the v ctims speal 
tremendous system of violence —this enrine 
death, has “ee to bear, and let then a 
the charactf of t irom what they have been anil 
to fee) anc Fitness of its scourves and jre hoe... 
for centurig. What shall we say ot this cox 
Where shfl we begin to detail its princi. 
pollution a@ blood ? site 








F On wi 





{Ss horroare 
. MOPTrors 
ty 


ciples of 


I. It anghilaies the marriage institutioy 
Yes, deabrother, there is no leva Warrlage 
between th children of Africa in this christian 
land. Onefixth of the people of these United 
women mingled towether})) 
all na- 
} 2CNS of the 
in a slate of prosti- 
1y Ift— 
nN EE ay pee ae 
Thousands a) found, ministers of religion and of 
; justify this 
state of thing—but not onc, who dares to cs ny 
its existence. One sixth of the m: . 
of this civiliz¢ and christian nation jiyine toveth 
er ina state opromiscuous intercourse like | a 


4 vrutes! 
Can such a mtion have the efirontery to pretend 


ae) 
M.. 


‘Nand women 


itleman from the State of New-York, a distin-| cure, that the military guards formerly required that they are Psirous to arrest the same sou!-sick- 
guished member of this House, now no longer | by slavery, have been entirely dispensed with: 
here, which I regret to say, although I do not Finally, because the nation has abundant power ! 
) nted }to enforce order, should there be any disposition that a@ slave dnnot enter into any contract 


ening pollutids of India ? 


It is an essbtial principle of your slave system 


' - The 
laws do not re¢ard the slaves as having any right 
or ability to mgke a contract, nor is a slave held 
amenable tohny law for contract, 
his is true @ al! contracts whatsoever, Slaves 
can make nderal contracts among themselves 
nor with otheg, nor is any Violation of covenant 
obligations er noticed. Slaves may make con- 

‘tracts among Saat but these contracts are 
not known In JW—thei owners can dissolve them 

‘at will. 

This is tritlof the saered marriage contract, 

} If a man soleikly plights his faith to a woman— 

‘takes her to b€uis wite, and pledges his word that 

}he will love lf and keep with her till death, he 

,can leave hefvhen he pleases—can cast her off 
and marry angier at any time, and the law takes 

}no cognizancef it. So with the woman. She 

} plights her faitto a man to be his wife—marries 
him—no matté bv what ceremony. it may be by 
\the christian ofinance—lives with him a while— 
sees another fat she likes better—turns off her 

; husband and @rries again, and the case js not 

| cognizable by ty civil law. Thus it is with eve- 

,ty sixth husbal and wife in this christian (!) na- 

| ton—they canleparate at will. Not only so, but 

, the master a them as suits his pleasure 

‘S profit. Howver tenderly attached, one sixth 
of the husbandfind wives of this nation are liable 
to be torn asuner by their awners at any moment, 

, and for no caut but to gratify the lust and ‘ava- 

rice of those wb separate them. 

+ Hear the opjion of Daniel Dulany, Esq., At- 
i torney Genera$f Maryland: ‘A slave has never 
maintained antetion against the violator of his 
| bed. A slave ij not admonished for incontinence, 
, or punished forprnication ox adultery ; never pros- 
;ecuted for bigmy.’ Incontinence, fornication, 
adultery, and biamy, are unmeaning words ainong 
fone sixth of thi nation—as unmeaning as if ap- 
| plied to brutes. The virtue of one sixth of your 
‘females has m motection. The government of 
‘this christian ation exc!udes one sixth of your 
. daughters from}! protection to theirchastity. It 
regards them a public prostitutes, who, whether 
ithey will or not may be forced to submit to the 
‘lusts of any raviner of female purity. 

; Tamaslave. { have a wife, who is dearer to 
;me than life. Afe}low slave, or my master, or my 
j master’s son, térs from me my heart’s dearest 
, treasure} compe her to yield to his adulterous 
j embrace. \ My we calls to me to save her f a 
| her ravishers, Bt I cannot —her agonizing cries 
‘fall on a seared 4d broken }reart. ‘4 slave can- 
not maintain an Wien vgrinst the violation of his 
bed” The ravisly of my wife is protected by the 
laws of this christn(!) land 

I have a sweet ¢d innocent daughter—tne pride 
of my heart—thdlelight of my eyes. ‘The rav- 

\isher enters—seigs my innocent daughter—ées- 

| poils her virtue, a! prostitutes her to his lusts be- 

‘fore my eyes. Sb calls to an agonized father for 

|help, to save her pm pollution. But all in vain— 

| @ poor, heart-brolm slave-father can never main- 
| tain an action ag~ast the ravisher of his daughter. 

The master and & sons can seize the daughter 
of my love, compeher to submit to their lust, and 
| return her to my igom a poor, polluted thing. 
| Such is your tive-system—it annthilates the 
imarriage relationgo all intents and purposes.— 
Incontinence, fornation, adultery and whoredom 
are words withou meaning. It makes tle pro- 
/Miscuous intercoute of one sixth of the men and 
| women of this chrtian nation, not merely a thing 
; to be winked at, bua virtue. A bounty is offered 
' by this nation to oa sixth of its females to induce 
| them to have childra, married or unmarried. Thus 
your slave-system nd your government offer not 
| only protection, buta reward to whoredom. The 
Naw is—tany femalglave that will become the nat- 
iter of six living clefren (married or unmarried) 
‘shall be entitled to fedom from all hard labor for 
life’ Fornication, guliery and whoredem—sins 
| which God Almight solemnly assures us exciude 
‘all who live in thenirom the kingdom of heaven, 
/are necessary ingreients in your system of 8:2 
very. Let the sings Jasciviousness, fornication, 
adultery and whordei be abolished from amony 
‘the slaves, and thesystem would fall—it can be 

‘sustained only by Hiding more than a muion of 
American women qs_ public prostitutea—mere 

, breeders of human cdle!! Not a man in this na- 

jtion will dare confiict this position—thal the 

| slave-system of thesa@United States is 4 legalized 

i system of whoredows It says one sixth of tae 

‘daughters of Amerfa shall be held as common 

| prostitutes—or breegrs of human chattels. 

And this system diwhoredom is sanctionec by 
the Constitution of 


United States, and by the 
laws of thirteen of thistates and territories. 


Ea . 
yreach of 





But 
a little while ago Fany Wright and her infamous 
paramour, Robert Own, passed around this ce 
-try in its towns and ces, teaching our youth an 

jchildren that the marfige institution was @ mere 





ed indulgence of thdsexual passions—that they 
migh freely cohabit : marrying—that men 
and women ought to We together in promiscuous 
intercourse, and thet poor degraded a 
,and their disciples ptctised as they tang oe f 
A cry 
alarm was raised by aj the ministers and 1° Sf 
pers in the Jand. It ws said, and that mos? Tu) 





rors of your system, ‘tom my being torn from the 


this land of freedom and christianity. As such an | 


|one, what cxsn Tsay of yoursystem of slavery? I | 


call it your system—not thet you approve it—for 
a will retain a grate- 
more—but because 
ftowhich you belong. 
Believe, dear brother, 
of a cottinent, of every 


human chattel in this and in all land, when I pro- ,Fanny Wright and fobert 


nounce your system of slavery to be ' 


that the marriage insthtion was the corner 8°" 
youth were warned apinst the polluting coc’! 
from the pulpit, the faxm, and the press. Ann 
hilate the marriage igtitution! Remove @! re- 
straints from lust, ang open the door to univeréa 
concubinage! Makeal| our daughters common 
prostitutes! The natif arose against it and — 
the wretched, pollute lecturers from the lane. 
The very nation, the vry ministers, churches, leg- 

out agains. 
were at that 
which 


islators, and newspapre, that cried 
Owen, 
very time supporting asystem of whoredom 


Iq 
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more than one sixth of your fe- 

s, and which is spreading 

, dectrine through the nation, and over- 
sys- 


; t with pollution. Yes, your slave 


ir children and youth that hell- 


it they ought to live ina 

t ious intercourse like brutes.— 
I horror? Wh re are your 

irches, legislators, presses? Damb, 

I r aiding to sustain your 

m. What hypocrisy! What 

#! In vain de you drive Fanny 
rpurainour from if sino ~in 

Abner Kneeland for trying to prosti- 

vives and daughters—they only wished 

» the marr ive cove! tnt ani ne tne 

the whites have done amone your three 

lored citizens. If itis right that three 

. iy cit ZOCAS shou ] ive nas ite of 

yscuous intercourse, men and women cohab- 
rutes, it is right forthe whole nation. 

jf itis proper tor the slaves thus to live, it is prop- 
- for the wners—it is proper for you a Why 
{1 you cry out against Fanny Wright and 
Knetland, those apostles of whoredom ? 
QOcirstian America, dost thou denounce 

' Turkish despotism and the pollu- 

lords, while thon art fost ‘tiny in 

usand seraglios and a system of 

I oy to thy sons and d tugliters the 

Thon that savest, a man should! 

tery, ‘dost thou commit adultery ?° 


} ction a system which anmthi- 
invrringe institution, and says that thy 
nuliters may mingle in promiscuods in- 
riuies - : s 

American slavery. It says to the nation 
rid—the marriage covenantis null and 

nan and wife may separate when they 
se—that each man may violate Ais neighbor’s 
laughter—that every woman may pros- 
to whom she will—that men and wo- 
e together, cohabiting like brutes.’ 
s that fornreation, adultery and | 
unmeanne words. And this 

¥y las been sanctioned and sup- 
hristian nation for fitty years. Min-| 
hes and legislators have pleaded for | 


hit [ leave this horrible part of the system. A/} 
avery? No, sir, it is a system of whore- 

: to general prostitution and pro- | 

sexual intercourse, I speak of the sys- | 

f its tundamental principles. Hold | 
ive responsible for fornication and adultery, | 
inuthilate the system. Whatshall Africa | 
tem which, as respects the marriage } 
holds three millions of her children as | 
Which says to the husband, ‘you have | 
right to the wite of your bosom,’ and to the | 
fe, ‘you have no right to the husband of your | 
What shall Atrica say of those who up- | 

ind justify or excuse that system? But, Mr. ! 
tor, midnight bids me stop. You shall hear 


GENIUS OF AFRICA. | 


pme arain. 





BOSTON: 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 1836. 


COPARTNERSHIP DISSOLVED. 


The Copartnership heretofore existing between 


Gianntson & Kyapp is this day dissolved by mu- 
WM. LLOYD GARRISON, 
ISAAC KNAPP. 


Boston, Jan. 1, 1836. 


il consent. 


NOTICE. 


From the commencement of the present vol- 


Liberator, the subscriber assumes’! 
This 


rangement will relieve the editor from many | 


ine of the 


ll the pecuniary liabilities of the paper. 


perplexities to which he has been subjected during | 
its publication, and which are inseparable from a| 
newspaper establishment. 

Alth 
eu \sutticient for its support, the publisher, from 


juvh the patronage of the paper is at pres- 


in unwillingness to retire from a station which he 


ied since the first number of the paper 


xd, is induced to take this increased re-| 
ty. He relies upon the exertions of the 

f the anti-slavery cause to extend its cir- 
Their past efforts are gratefully remem- | 

itto enable him to continue the paper | 
inbarrassment, they must be continued. 

's of publication must be reduced ; to. 

,many papers which have for past years , 

| sent gratuitously to Clergymen, Literary | 
Debating Societies, Academies, &c. &c., will | 
discentinued, although assurances 


viven that they have effected much 
The exchange list will also be materially | 
Should the list of! 
‘bseribers be sufficiently increased, it 


rthe same reason, 


ford much pleasure to him to add all the 
s now erased, and as many more as his; 
ins will allow, ISAAC KNAPP. 
Boston, J 


invary J, 1836. 

OUR SIXTH VOLUME. 

ng the flag of the Liberator, five years | 

us language :—* Let southern oppres- } 
let their secret abettors tremble; 

rn apologists tremble ; let all the 

At! 


e warning was ridiculed by some, and 


' persecuted blacks tremble.’ 
thers. It was not given in the spirit 
(io or menace, but in full assurance of | 

‘1, and with unwavering reliance upon the prom- | 
soi Almighty God. The haughty South heard | 
disdain. According to human calculation, 
‘contest which the Liberator began with the 
ionster Stavery was not less ridiculous, | 

“, rash and hopeless, than was the accep- | 

‘the challenge of Goliath by the young, | 
‘ruddy keeper of sheep. But it is in these | 


s, 28 it Was in ancient days— THE BATTLE, 


I 


'S TLE LORD'S) and ‘he saveth not with sword | 
"ud spear’ The refuges of lies have been swept| 
“Way: fear and trembling have seized the south-| 


ressors and their northern allies: the fvol-| 
‘| 404 weak things of the world have confounded | 
‘Wise and mighty: the things which are de-| 
‘are bringing to nought the mightiest works | 
4e covil, and vanquishing the wise, the scribe, 
cisputer of this world. ‘ So then, neither | 
‘© Maat planteth amy thing, neither he that wa- 
tereth > tua P i 
“ret: but God that giveth the increase.’ 
‘Jain, in the first number of the first volume of} 
'¢ Liberator, I said in self-defence: 
, It ls pretended that I am retarding the cause 
tive nCipation by the coarseness of my invec- 
= -and the Precipitancy of my measures. T'he! 
Ui rere . — . 
mene thes not true. On this question my influence, 
pass &$ it Is, is felt at this moment to a consid- 
“vie extent, and shall be felt in coming years—| 


is | 





| wages, and excluding every ray of knowledge | 


ates enna nnn — = 
JOURNAL OF THE 


not perniciousiy, but beneficially—not as a curse, | lications sweeping through the land, and carrying | 
oh bypsas, 5 and posterity will bear testimony |joy, and hope, and life, and fertility, wherever they | 
ee ee ee 'go! See how many presses huve espoused our | 
cause! See how many monthly concerts of prayer | 
for the slave and his oppressor have been organ- | 


TIMES. 





The experiment has been made on a large and 


protracted scale, Envy, and effrontery, and false- 


ood. « } jesu:tisim. stiil accuse me *hingearing /: * : { 
hood, and j tisin, stiil accu me of hineering ized! See how many agents are in the field, how | 
The southern advo- 


the work of emancipation. 


many pens employed, how many tongues loosed, | 
how many prayers offered! And the stream of | 

ah am ‘Sor | 
sympathy still rolls on—its impetus 


cates of perpetual slavery, who fear and hate me 


exceedingly, make oat! that T have prolonved the ae sow th 
2X ngly, make oath that [ have prolonged the is Increasing | 
onde ze oF their slaves at least one century. The | __ang it must ere long sweep away the pollutions | 


of slavery. What then? 
my work? God forbid! 
and renown, 


same charge is (inconsistently enough!) brought | Do I boast of this as| 
5 gh.) Is 


against me by the northern supporters of the To him be all the glory 
RES Er, Ceregntae eee poe en. See ' : sal : =v 
VDINOCY Sif s\ster vi rad it} rr ich} : 

ey Seas BC, Vas ees Re. eS ee But, as an instrument, he has hon- 
ored my labors; he has induced a great multitude 
of wise and good men, and holy women, to adopt 


my views and principles; and he has thus con- 


as the liberation of the slaves. They who fear} 
{ 


not God and regard not the black man, who riot- 
ously assemble together to destroy the freedom of 
a oe ee eee eee ae x s age 2 
speech and of the press, whose only arguments | founded those who would fain make it appear that 


are curses, brickbats and rotten eggs, who are anx- | 1 


{ have labored worse than in vain. The work is 


luus to give a coat of tar and feathers to every | jis—the cause is his—and his shall be the victory. 
‘Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name, O 


Lord, be the glory!’ 


man who pities the oppressed, who offer rewards 
fur my abduction and murder—these publicly howl 
and mourn because I am an insurmountable obsta- | 


cle to the deliverance of their much esteemed col-| Bosron Recorper. The foolish man of the 


Recorder, who every Friday exhibits such fantas- 
tic tricks and moral antics before the community, 
must be contented with a passing notice, occasion- 


ered brethren and sisters. The men of wolf-like 
ferocity, who are multiplying the stripes upon the 
bodies of their victims, and making their yokes 


heavier and their chains more galling, and revel- ally. We can never seriously regard him as an 


ling in their blood, and basely withholding their | antagonist: it is enough that he has two oppo- 
| nents continually arrayed against himself, to his 
from their minds, and claiming a heaven-derived | utter discomfiture—to wit, his head and his heart. 
title to their bodies and souls,—these eagerly and | Perhaps, however, we ought to tremble, at the fol- 


eS 











——— ane —_——— 


about the article referred to by Mr. T. We have | [From the Vermont Telegraph.] 
never been requested, either by a ‘prominent’ or| sprRIT OF THE TIMES—MORE MOBBING. 
obscure member of the Anti-Slavery Society, ei- Fort--Ann, Washington Co. N. Y. 
ther ‘earnestly’ or indifferently, nor have we ever irae November, 19, 1834. 
sed, to insert any such article in the Liberator. ; Prother Murray: : 

ee : . ¢; ‘ | Yesterday the friends of Equal Rights, held a 
Here again we want proof, instead of assertion, on | county convention in Washington county, for the 
the part of the Recorder. | purpose of forming a County Anti-Slavery So- 

There is one othet assertion of Mr. Tracy—of, ciety. ‘The committee of arrangemenys + ove’ 
course, not sustained by evidence—that must ex-. viously obtained permission to occupy t “ “ 

; a Reformed church in Argyle, it being in the ce 

cite astonishment by its hardihood. He detelares | tre of the county. Accordingly, about 10 or 1! 
that ever since the summer of 1807, he has advo- | o'clock, the delegates began to assemble. It was 
cated the doctrine, ‘that man has no moral right! soon ascertained, however, that the church hed 
to consider and hold man as property; that the | been entered by some ruffians, the eget genes 

eae ier ot .. . |andthe windows nailed down. An effigy was 
claim to do so is a sin offensive to God and injuri- | suspended at the door, representing a Negro, on 
ous to man; and that, in this sense, all slavery | which was fastened a slip of paper, signed ‘ Judge 
ought to be immediately abolished.’ Lynch, containing also four lines of sublime poe- 

| try, Warning abolitionists of their danger from the 
R ror Cc anc, Two editions of a! judge. Some of the members of the convention 

RVIEW OF UNANNING. 4WO OO _ succeeded in removing the nails, entering a win- 

Review of Dr. Channing’s work, written by @| dow, and unbarring the door. The meeting soon 
Boston pagan, have been sold in this city and vi- | ee ae of jar ng 
cinity, within a fortnight. The spark of immor- | icated decision, e, talent and character. 


, ishes the public travel. 


unitedly affirm, that I am not only accountable for 
his new infliction of their cruelty, but am positive- 


ly rivetting those fetters which they themselves 


would gladly break,—at a more convenient sea- 
son,—were I out of the way. In short, all who 
swear eterna! hostility to the colored population, all 
who impiously maintain that the prejudices against 
them are natural, invincible, and beyond the pow- 
er of religion to subdue, all who aim to banish 
them to a strange and barbarous Jand, al! who im- 
plore that they may have a little more sleep and a 
little more slumber, all who are greedy of the 


gains of oppression, and all who fear the threats of } in italics are slanderous: it is not true that they 
the oppressor more than they do the judgments of 


the Almighty,—whatever may be their other dif- 
ferences of opinion, are singularly agreed upon 
this one thing—that I am greatly hindering the 
emancipation, elevation and happiness of my en- 
slaved countrymen. Aside from other evidence, 
these declarations furnish conclusive proofs that 
my course is straight and direct, and that I am 


| successfully doing the very thing that ought to be 


done for the overthrow of ‘that most execrable 
villany,’ American slavery. 
tinuing in their prejudices or oppressions, shall 
begin to approve of my course, and to recognize 
me as a co-worker, I shall then know to a certain- 
ty that I am as corrupt, as cruel, and as dishonest 
as they would fain make me appear. Apply this 
rule to any other branch of moral reform. Such 
men as Delavan, Sargent, Edwards and Cheever, 


When such nen, con- 


are accused by distillers, rum-sellers, moderate 
drinkers, and topers, of injuring the cause of tem- 
perance by their ‘hard language,’ ‘ fanaticism,’ and 
‘ultraism’: their testimony is commonly consid- 
ered as irrefragable evidence that these champions 
of sobriety are laboring wisely and efficiently. 
‘If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own.’ As rationally might it be said, that Ful- 
ton, by his application of steam power, has injured 
navigation ; or that the multiplication of rail-roads 
obstructs the transportation of goods, and dimin- 
When Satan vociferous- 
ly declares that you are not fighting to advantage 
against him, that you are wasting your powder and 
balls, and that you do not manage aright to de- 


, throne him; nay, that by your labors you are only 
| building up, instead of subverting his dark king- 


dom; and when he offers to show you how to lie 
in ambush, how to plant your cannon, and how to 
carry on the siege against him, rely upon it that 
he is still ‘a liar from the beginning,’ and that he 
feels his supremacy to be in danger. 


But let the unparalleled and glorious change | 


wrought in public sentiment since the establish- 


| lowing intelligence from his pen: 


| We know that many persons, for whose judg- 
ment we feel great respect, think that we are to 
blame for suffering this man [the editor of the Lib- 
erator] to go at large *!! 





Alarming !—But the editor of the Recorder 
shall not deal in misrepresentation with impunity. 
‘In speaking favorably of Rev. Dr. Channing’s 


| work on slavery, (and his approval shows its un- 
'soundness,) he says— The Garrison party will be 
grievously disappointed; for they had given oul 
\ that Dr. Channing was on their side’ The words 


| had given out any such intelligence. It is amaz- 
ing to see a man, in his station and profession, 
| dealing in caiumny without blushing. But—‘ The 
Garrison party, we think, will not try to claim it’ 
—Dr. C’s book. No—we shall not claim its con- 
| tradictions nor its inconsistencies. We shall not 
‘claim its unfortunate allusion to Kau!man’s libel 
‘upon George Thompson; nor its disparagement 
‘of those who have toiled long, and suffered much, 
and perilled their all, in the cause of the suffering 
slave ; nor its specious intimation, that we ought 
to have excluded our colored brethren from our 
societies; nor its fatal proposition to erase from 
our banner its victorious motto,‘ Immeptare Eman- 
cIPATION’; nor its annihilating suggestion, that 
we ought to abandon our associations, (they are 
, too republican !) and to elect in their stead a select 
number of the chief priests and rulers; nor its 
strange assertion, that ‘ nothing seems to have 
been gained,—perhaps something has been lost to 
the cause of freedom and humanity,’ by the labors 
of the abolitionists. These dangerous heresies 
we repudiate. But we do claim all that is sound 
or valuable in the book as our own : its sole excel- 
lencies are its moral plagiarisms from the writings 
of abolitionists, which the Dr. has taken, without 
having the magnanimity to intimate, that they are 
the very principles which we have cherished as 
the apple of our eye, watever may have been the 
‘indiscreetness’ of our measures, or the ‘ rash- 
ness’ of our zeal: nay, he puts them forth to the 
world as if they were some new moral discoveries. 
But this is not the place for our review of the work. 
Parts of it are clear and unanswerable ‘as proofs 
from holy writ’: other parts neutralize its valuc. 
| As a whole, it is not comparable in utility to Ran- 
| kin’s Letters or Phelps’s Lectures. 
| But we look down again to the Recorder. The 
editor says—*The Garrison party,—we make a 
| distinction between this party and the abolition- 
ists, as between a part and the whole,’ &c, O, 
We feally should like 








| rare and nice distinction ! 


ment of the Liberator, through the potency of | to know of whom ‘the Garrison party’ consists? 


truth, determine whether my labors have been 
most injurious or beneficial. Before the review is 
commenced, let it be premised, that the slave sys- 
tem is one of the strong holds of the devil—per- 
haps the strongest ; that it has been strengthening 
and enlarging itself for more than two hundred 
years; that it is a combination of almost every 
conceivable crime against God or man—such as 


| robbery, cruelty, lewdness, adultery, blasphemy, 
| oppression, soul-murder, &c. &c.: and that the 
| necessary consequences of a righteous and vigor- 


ous attack upon it must be a stirring up. of the 
fury and resistance of the oppressors, and a shak- 
ing of the nation that has so long tolerated it. 


In what does the ‘ part’ differ from ‘the whole’? 
What principles or measures do they hold at vari- 
ance? We affirm that the abolitionists of this 
country are united in their objects—doctrines— 
and movements; and the attempt on the part of 
the Recorder to make an odious and broad distinc- 
tion between them is wilful misrepresentation—it 
is a distinction without a difference. We throw 
the onus upon the accuser. 

The Recorder further says— The spirit of the 
Anti-Slavery triumvirate [pray who are they? 





| , : ‘ 
/emn resolutions in their own annual convention.’ 


| 4 
This is not a little remarkable, because the ‘trium- 


‘don’t stab in the dark !] had been rebuked by sol- | 


; | convention was organized by appointing Col. John 
tality appears to be quenched in the bosom of the t vee “ 


reviewer, and, like Nebuchadnezzar, in a moral 
sense, he seems to be transformed into a beast 
who eats grass like an ox, whose hairs are grown 
like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like bird’s claws. 
May he, like the ruya! biped alluded to, lift up his 
eyes unto heaven, and have his understanding re- | 
turn unto him, and bless the Most High, and praise | 
and honor him who liveth for ever, whose worvee 
ion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom | 
is from generation to generation—none can stay | 
his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou ? His 
arguments are false assumptions, his doctrines im- | 
pious, and utterly subversive of the moral gov- | 
ernment of God and the rights of man. Such en- | 
lightened heathenism can find a parallel enly in| 


McDuffie’s recent message, and the resolutions of | 








certain southern Synods. 
make some extracts from the work hereafter,—the | 
authorship of which has been ascribed to Harrison | 
Gray Otis and Richard Fletcher, but they have | 
publicly denied it. It is now generally attributed | 
to James T. Austin, the famous Attorney General 
inthe case of Mr. Cheever and Deacon Stone, 
and he remains silent; but we trust he is wrong- 
fully suspected. But oaght not this trio to be a- 
Jarmed, that critical and diseerning men, not abo- 
litionists, have assumed that they were capable of 
writing so wicked a production? Is it so, that 
their sentiments are so closely identified with | 





| witli a fist in his face,’ 


Straight, President, and Dr. Ira Hatch, and Ed- 
win Andrus, Secretaries. Four committees were 
appointed—to report resolutions, an address, a 
constitution, and to nominate officers, 

Previous to the appointment of the Committees, 
Rev. Mr. Tuttle, of Hartford, offered up a fervent 
prayer to God, not forgetting to pray for the op- 
pressed sons of Africa, who are denied the right 
of learning to read the Bible. After the announce- 
ment of the committeess, the convention took a 
recess for thirty minutes, for dinner, and to give 
time for the reports. ‘Two or three members of 
the convention said in the church to prevent in- 
trusion. : 

On re-assembling at the church, the convention 
found that a mob of some 20 or 30 rum devotees 
had entered the church, thrust out the remaining 
members of the convention, nad barred the door, 
bracing iron bars and rails against it; had fasten- 
ed down the windows, placing a strong guard at 
the door and windows, while the church rung with 


We shall probably | the savage shouts of those within. 


The President of the convention demanded ad- 
mittance, but was refused with an oath, and was 
told that if he attempted to enter, he would-‘ meet 
As our weapons were not 
carnal, the convention peaceably retired to the 
public house where we had dined, and was soon 
called to order. : 

The nominating committee reported Dr. Hiram 
Corliss, President ; E. D. Culver, Col. J. —— 
Martin Marsh, Esq. and Dr. 1. S. Bigelow, Vice 
Presidents; Rev. A. C. Tuttle, Corresponding 
Secretary; Edwin Andrus, Recording Secretary, 
and an executive committee of seven. 

Mr. Coolidge, from the committee, reported a 
constitution, which was unanimously adopted. 


those of the review, as to bring them naturally | Mr. Lansing, from the committee, reported seve- 


under this terrible suspicion? It seems by its 
rapid sale, andthe approbation which it has re- 
ceived, (though good men are horrified on reading 
it,) that paganism is quite prevalent in our midst. 

Greorce Tompson. We presume that our 
eloquent friend is receiving the welcomes of the 
new year, from a host of sympathizing and admir- 
ing friends on his native soil. Letters may be 
expected from him about the first of February. 
Much interest and value will be added to our pres- 
ent volume, by frequent and regular communica- 
tions from his powerful pen, as he has kindly prom- 
ised to apprise his American friends of his move- 
ments in England, through the medium of the Lib- 
erator. 

N. B. The enemies of Mr. Thompson, in this 
country, have sneeringly styled him ‘the Scotch 
emissary,’ the ‘Scotchman,’ &c.; as if it were dis- 
graceful, or criminal, for a man to have been born 
in Scotland! This is as disinterested and impar- 
tial, as it is to enslave our colored brethren on ac- 
count of their complexion, or because they were 
born in Africa! We allude to this matter, in or- 
der to correctthe misrepresentation. Mr. Thomp- 
son is an Englishman, and was born in Liverpool 
—of course, he cannot properly be a Scotchman 
at the same time. 
may justly deprecate, nay, who may not rather 
proudly wish to claim, a filial relation to Auld 
Scotia. No man can sneer at her, or her intelli- 
gent and virtuous population, without first losing 
all self-respect and sense of shame. 





Oor Firru Votume. On examining our fifth 
volume, we find that we have given publicity to 
many documents, that may hereafter be referred 
to by the anti-slavery historians as of peculiar in- 
terest or value. Among them we may enumerate 
the masterly Defence of the Students of Lane 
Seminary—the Reply toit by the Faculty—the 
Review of their Statement by Rev. John Rankin 
-—Statement of the seceding Students at Andover 
—Proceedings and Exposition of Sentiments of 
the American Union Society—Speech ef Mr. 


Yet there is no man living who | 


|ral pungent resolutions, which were adopted. 


| Mr. Culver, from the committee; reported an ad- 


| 


| dress, which was read and adopted, and five hun- 
| dred copies of the address and proceedings were 
ordered to be printed in pamphlet form. Funds 


were raised on the spot, to publish the same,. 


showing warm hearts and generous souls in the 
cause. The society is to hold its annual meet- 
| ing at the time and place of the other county be- 
| nevolent anniversaries. 

| Several of the mob, soon after the withdrawal 
| of the convention froin the church, followed us to 
the house. A number of them stood at the cor- 
| ner outside, and two of them entered the conven- 
‘tion while the address was being read, and allu- 
sion being had to mobs and rum, they broke in 
upon the proceedings. The landlord immediate- 
ly asked them civilly to go out. They refused, 
with an oath. He then promptly seized the lar- 
gest one by the shoulder, and he soon found him- 
) self some feet in the street, with his face in close 
contact with the rough ground. He gathered up 
and made for the house, at the landlord. Assis- 
tance was called for, and he was bound with a 
rope. The mob was near by, but dared not come 
to his rescue. 

Soon after this, a well dressed, fair looking cit- 
izen of Argyle, with a genteel horse, harness and 
| wagon, drove several times through the street, 
with an image representing a large Negro, with 
arms extended and fastened to the hind end of 
the wagon. Finding that this did not disturb the 
convention, he soon drove round to the North side 
of the house, and backed his wagon and image up 
directly into the window of the room where the 
/convention was sitting, and there remained till 
the meeting was through, the mob in the streets 
raising shouts of triumph. 

So you see old Washington county is following 
the example of Montpelier and Rutland in your 
State. The poor rum-drinking mob is not the 
most guilty ; the editors of those weekly journals 
like your ‘Patriot’ and ‘Herald,* that furnish 
the mob with their arguments, are the men on 
whose heads contempt should fal!l—but the cause 
moves FORWARD. Every mob adds scores and 
hundreds. Slavery must and will be abolished. 
Rest assured that Jehovah has decreed it. The 
frowning tyrant at the South, his cringing echo at 
the North, the cowardly minister, the fawning 
politician and the mob-encouraging press, are pre- 
paring for the condemnation that awaits them. 
While the pioneers in the cause of justice—Tap- 
pan, and Cox, and Lundy, and Sabin, and Stew- 
art, and Goodell, will go down to posterity along 
with Wilberforce, and Clarkson, and Stuart, and 








Dickson in Congress—Gerrit Smith’s third Letter | be registered in the archives of future genera- 


on Colonization, his Speech at Peterboro’, and his | Hons as benefactors of the world. 
then, in your good work. 


Letter to Dr. A. L. Cox—Declaration of Sentiment | 
of the Ohio Anti-Slavery Convention—Amos Dres- | 
ser’s Narrative—Debate in the General Assembly | 


Persevere, 
Yours, &c. E. D. CULVER. 


“And he might have added, our ‘Chronicle,’ 


Five years ago, was not the land slumbering in the | virate > undoubtedly attended the convention, and 
lap of moral death, upon this subject? Who did | hence as its resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
not deride or oppose the doctrines that I then pro- | ed, must have joined in rebuking themselves !— 


; , ., Which has furnished more ‘arguments’ for these 
at Pittsburg—Speeches at the annual vanieay. of) violators of the rights of abolitionists, than both of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society—Proceedings | the above mentioned.—Ed. Tel. 


mulgated ? Where was there one society organ- 
ized with the doctrine of ‘immediate emancipation’ 
as its basis? Who wishedmeGod-speed? How 
many stood by me,—how many encouraged me,— 
how many patronized the Liberator ? What agents 
occupied the field, and dispensed light to the peo- 
ple? Look back only two years ago, and see how 
mighty has been the growth of our cause during 
that brief period! Since the days of Luther, has 
the world witnessed so rapid a transformation in 
public sentiment, amidst equal difficulties, trials 
and sacrifices? It was with difficulty thata small 
body of men could then defray their expenses to 
Philadelphia, to form an Anti-Slavery Convention! 
They were opulent in faith, but without money in 
their purse. Yet they assembled together, and 
were a gazing-stock to the nation. They prayed, 
and pleaded, and resolved, as did they of old, of 
whom the world was not worthy ; and they enun- 
ciated truths that have shaken the system of sla- 
very to its foundation. Where now is that other 
monster, who lifted his proud crest unto heaven, 
seemingly invincible in his strength,—the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society? Struggling in the ag- 
onies of dissolution! Look, now, at that powerful 
association, the American Anti-Slavery Society! 
Look at seven flourishing State Societies! Look 
at five handred auxiliary societies, and see them 
wultiplying daily! Look at the flood of our pub- 


| Very frank and excellent men, or else very stupid 
and inattentive! Will the Recorder publish these 
‘solemn resolutions’ ? 

Again it says—‘ The agitators must have gone 
down, if mobs had not come to their aid.” What 
but the astonishing success of these ‘ agitators,’ 
and the slanders of Messrs. Tracy & Co. roused 
up the mob? Mobs have helped our cause, un- 
questionably, but it was not in their hearts to do 
so: but we are infatuated enough to believe that 
its triumph will not depend upon the aid of mobs. 

The most ludicrous charge we have seen in the 
Recorder of late, is, that we have stolen and made , 
use of the thoughts of Joseph Tracy, in our stric- 
tures upon the conduct of the Mayor!—He says: 

‘Some of the most important were contained in 
an article, the insertion of which in the Liberator 
was requested, earnestly, but in vain, by a promi- 


nent member of the Anti-Slavery Society. The 
thoughts are taken without credit.’ (! !) 


Now, we really do not remember, although we 
may have read, what Mr. Tracy has written about 
the Mayor—not a single sentence. Will he just 
run a parallel between his thoughts—those that 
were ‘ borrowed,’ and those that were not? be- 
cause it is so natural for him to offer assertion as 
| evidence, (Kaufman like,) that we cannot let him 
|run on credit any longer, even though he should 
bring a certificate of his veracity from the Profes- 








sors at Andover! There must be some mistake 


of the New England Anti-Slavery Convention— | 
Do. of the Utica Convention—Speeches of Harri- 
son Gray Otis and Peleg Sprague in Faneuil Hall 
—Letters of George Thompson—Account of the 
Boston Riot—Judge Jay’s Charge and Letter— 
Vindication of Mr. Thompson—Gov. MeDuffie’s 
Message, &c. 

Great and portentous events are crowding thick 
and fast over the land. Our present volume will 
doubtless contain a Jarge amount of valuable in- 
formation, perhaps beyond that of any preceding 
year. For the sake of the continuance of the Lib- 
erator, and the cause which it has so long and so 
unflinchingly espoused, we hope our anti-slavery 
brethren, in various parts of the country, and es- 
pecially in New England, will exert themselves, 
in the spirit of their watchword, immediately to ex- 
tend the circulation of our paper, that it may re- 
ceive @ support equal to its unavoidable expenses, 
and that ignorance may be enlightened, prejudice 
disabused, indifference aroused, timidity made 
bold, and liberty victorious. 


Honor to THe Lanirs!—A very large por- 
tion of our paper, to day, is occupied with the re- 
port of an animated and important debate in Con- 
gress, excited by the petitions of the ladies for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
We have room and time only to renew the expres- 
sion— Honor to the Ladies ! 





THE INDIAN KING PHILIP. 

A Eulogy wiil be pronounced upon King Phil- 
ip, by an Indian Preacher, at the Odeon, in . Fed- 
eral-street, on Friday evening next at 7 o'clock. . 
Tickets 25 cents, to be had at the door, and at 
Messrs. Ticknor’s, Loring’s, and Stimson’s book- 
stores. ‘he speaker will also give specimens of 
Philip’s language. Jan. 2, 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS A. 8S. SOCIETY. 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Anti-Slavery Society will be holden in Bos- 
ton, on Wednesday the 20th of January next.— 
The place and hour of meeting will be hereafter: 
duly advertised. 

The Auxiliary Societies, throughout this State, 
and the Anti-Slavery Societies of other States, 
are earnestly requested to send delegates. Busi- 
ness of great moment will claim their attention, 

JOSEPH SOUTHWICK, President. 

Henry E. Benson, Rec. Sec. 








THE FOUNTAIN 
For every day.in the year. 
ie the Press, and will be published the first week 
in January, a little 64 mo. volume, on the plan 
of the Daily Food, in part, containing a text for 
each day in the year, with a sentiment from some 
author. Prefixed to it will be an elegant engray: 
ing, by Patrick Reason, a colored ‘artist of New. 
York.. R. G. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 144 Nas 
sau-street, New-York. 
N. B, The above was advertised in a late Lib- 
en pun a wrong title by mistake. 
an. 1. 
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be read with pleasure. 
TO GEO. BANCROFT, ESQ., 
Worcester Democratic Address. 


‘pied 


Author of the 


, F jead of the poor '—Go on— 
ae Speak for the Truth and Right! 
. } Onward—ihough hate and scorn 
i Gioom round thee as the night. 
Speak—at each word of thine, 
| % Some ancieut Fraud is riven— 
: And through its rents of ruin shine 


The sunbeams and the heaven! 

Speak—for thy voice will be 
Welcome in each abode, 

Where manhuod’s heart and knee 


Are bended but to God— 





' Where honest bosons hold 
s 9 : Their holy birthright well— 
af Where Freedom; spuras at Mammon’s gold— 
U ; . Where Men is not to sel! 
Speak—lor the poor man’s cause— 
ra ie For Labor’s just reward— 
For violated laws 
j uF Of nature and of God! 
Speak—let the Debtor hear 
Within his living grave— 
Speak—THUNDER in oppression’s ear, 
Deliverance to the slave! 
/ Ay—speak—while there is time— 
For aii a freeman’s claim,— 
Ere thought becomes a crime— 
; And Freedom but a name! 
Peay i While yet the Tongue and Pen 
y res And Press are unforbid, 
% And we dare to feel and act as men— 
Speak—as our fathers did. 
* t The land we love ere long 
Sha!l kindle at thy eall— 
; Falsehood and chartered Wrong, 
tial And legal Robbery, fall: 
ah The proud shall not combine— 


a 


The secret council cease— 
And underneath the sheltering vine 
; 4]%}. Shall! Labor dwell in peace! 
+ i Old Massachusetts yet, 
\s Retains her earliest fires— 
, ‘ Sull on her hills are set 
The altars of her sires : 
Her ‘ fierce Demoeracies,’ 
Have yet their strength unshorn, 
And pampered Power ere long shall see 
Its Gaza-gates uptorn. 
Perish shall all which takes 
From labor’s board and ean— 
Perish shal! all which makes 
A Spaniel of the Man! 
With freshened courage then, 
On to the glorious end— 
Ever the same as thou hast been— 
The poor man’s fastest friend! 


Essex County. A FaRMER. 


/ {From the London Christian Observer. ] 
: THE MORAL OF FLOWERS. 

} THE WILD WALL-FLOWER, 

: What various turns of chance and fate 


—— 
- 


This mouldering pile has known! 

What wide magnificence and state 
Within its halls were shown, 

When crowds of kuights and ladies gay 

In weeds of peace kept holliday ! 

These walls, where now with softening grace 
The ivy-wreath is flung, 

With trophies once of war and chace 
Were thick and proudly hung; 

But helmet, spear, and horn are gone 

To augiment the dust we tread upon. 

Full oft this cell in weary thrall 
Hath lonely captive held ; 

And these proud towers the whizzing ball 
Like granite rock repelled ; 

Bat ah! they fal! and crumble now, 


Beneath a stronger, mightier foe. 





Time, Time, his withered hand hath laid 


f On battlement and tower, 
i$ ha; ee And where rich banners were displayed 
Now only waves a flower, 
x 4 j ioe + List, and ‘twill fitting comment read 
; ; f On revel gay and martial deed. 
bh, : i Mute is the warden’s challénge, mute 
{ ol ay — The warrior’s hasty tread ; 
te £3 And tuneless is the lady’s lute, 
1y 1 2 For she is with the dead ; 
a's And but a flower now mourns the doom 
’ : Of prostrate strength and faded bloom. 
+4 4 Read, stranger, in this ruin’s fate 
/ An emblem true of life: 
Conflicting passions—love and hate, 
eo" Joy, sorrow, fear, and strife— 
: ’ Combine, alas! inone dark plan 
S ° i ‘To storm the citadel of man. 
4 “sy And should they fail, a foe is near 
§ a Who ne'er defeat hath known,— 
‘ I Time ever follows in the rear: 
; 0 He wills—the work is done 4 
‘ 1 - For where’s the beauty, strength or pride, 
| ; i Bis Hath e’er his withering touch defied ? 
5 Wear'’st thou to-day the wreath of fame? 
; ‘. if) ; Oh heed it, heed it not ; 
ye oe A few brief years, thy place and name 
[a : ¢ May be alike forgot, 
; And but a lowly floweret wave 
iM f Upon thy unremembered grave. 
‘ ; Here ends the semblance. Never more 
5 


This ruined pile shall rise, 
| Bat mar a seraph blest shall soar, 
When what is mortal dies, 
If while earth’s changing path he trod 
His heart and hopes were fixed on God. 








MY MOTHER. 
BY L. M. J. M. MONTAGUE. 
Whose was that eye, whose loving beam 
First fell upon my infant face? 
Whose light comes back in many a dream 
Of days that time can ne’er efface ? 





It was thine own; I know no other, 
Could mateh thy loving eye, my mother! 
Whose was that tender voice, that spoke 
Sweet words of gracious love to me ? 
That round my pillow nightly broke 
The silence with soft minstrelsy ? 
It was thine own; I know no other, 
Could match thy tender voice, my mother! 
Whose was that hand that wiped the tear 
From off my cheek, and round me still, 
In pain and sorrow hovered near, 


; Some soothing office to fulfill ? 
; It was thine own; I knew no other 

Could mateh thy gentle hand, my mother! 
q But now those loving eyes are closed, 


That tender voice has lost its tone, 
Those gentle hands have long reposed 

In dust; and I in sadness own 
That though I’ve many friends, no other 
Can be the friend thou wert, ay MoTHER! 





e t ‘ 
. The following poetical! address 1s from the pen of a well t 
' known Poet and Philanthropist—it needs no recommenda- } to infringe upoli any of the sacred reserved rigits 
; tion froun us—it speaks for itself, and will, we doubt not, ; 


, ABOLITION DEBATE IN COncikiss. 
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(Continued from 1st page.) 
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For one, he (Mr. P.) while he would be the las 


of the people, was prepared to stamp with Cisap- 
j probation, in the most express and wnhequivocal 

}terins, tue whole movement upon Us Subject. 

| Myr. P. said te would not resume his seat with- | 
(out tenderiag to the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 

| Mason,) just and generous as he always was, his 

lacknow .edgments for the admission frankly made 


iin the opeuing of his remarks. {le had saul that, 








daring the period that he had occupicd aseatin 
this Honse (as Mr. P. understood hiin,) he had 
never known six men sericusly disposed to inter- 
\fere with the rights of the slaveliolders at the 





South. Gentlemen mig be assured that there | 
| was no such disposition, as a genera! sentient, 

| prevailing among the people—at least le feit con- | 
| fidence in asserting, that emong the people of the | 


j 


State which he had the honor to represent, there 
; Was not one in a hundred who did : entertain | 
ithe most sacred regard for the rights of their South- 
Jern brethren—nay, not one in five hundred who} 
| would not have those rgits protected at any and 
every hazard. ‘There was not tue slightest dispo- | 
sition to interfere with any rights secured by the | 
constitution, which binds ‘ther, and which, he | 
humbly hoped, ever would bind together, this| 
great and glorious Confederacy as one family. 
Mr. P. had only to say, that to some sweeping 
charges of improper interference, the action of the | 
people at the North at home, during the last year, | 
and the vote of their representatives here yester- | 
day, were a sufficient and conclusive answer. 
Thus much he had thought due to himself and | 
to those whom he had the honor to represent. If) 


bance 
toc 


the motion to lay on the table should be persisted | 
in he should vote for it, though he would prefer to | 
meet the question in some form which could, by 
no possibility, be considered either equivocal or} 
evasive. 

Mr. Beardsley said if it would enable the House 
to end the agitation of this subject, le had no ob- 
jection to modify his motion, and to move that the 
‘petition be not further considered,’ and he would! 
even leave out ‘further.’ His object was to mark | 
the petition with the disapprobation of the House, | 
but not to reject it. 

Mr. Mason suggested this form. ‘The House | 
having considered the petition, reject it.’ 

Mir. Cambreleng said he should vote for the mo- 
tion to reconsider, in order to meet the question 
at once. 

Mr. Pickens, of S.C. said that, as this debate 
had taken a much wider range than he had antici- 
pated, and as topics had been thrown out in discus- 
sion of high import, he desired the indulgence of 
the House, while he presented a few brief remarks. 
The motion now under consideration is one made 
by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Thomas) 
for re-consideration of the vote taken to consider 
the petition. And if this motion prevails, Mr. P. 
understood it would be with a view tliat the reso- 
lution to reject would be in order, as suggested by 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Mason.) [Mr. 
P. asked if he was right? when Mr. Mason assent- 
ed.] As other gentlemen had indulged in consid- 
erable latitude of debate, Mr. P. hoped that the 
like indulgence might be extendedto him. He 
said the gentleman trom New York, (Mr. Beards- 
ley) had claimed that this petition be received, un- 
der the general right of every citizen to petition, 
secured under the Constitution. Mr. P. admitted 
this right, as fully as any member on this floor ; 
but while he admitted this right, he also claimed it 
as a right to reject any petition that might be pre- 
sented. The one might be claimed as a right be- 
longing to the citizens of this country under the 
Constitution, and the power to judge of, and reject, 
he maintained, as belonging to the representative, 
under the same instrument. Mr. P. remarked, 
that it had been well observed by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) that, if a petition con- 
tained expressions denouncing a class of repre- 
sentatives on this floor as ‘land pirates,’ it was ob- 
jectionable in its language, and furnished cause 
for rejection. He would put it to the good sense 
of this House, if such sweeping denunciations 
againsta large and respectable number of its mem- 
bers were respectful or proper. 

But (continued Mr. P.) the petition embraced a 
vast variety of interests, and raised questions the 
most important that could be thrown before the 
country. He said, we stand here, not only repre- | 
| senting the interests of our different constituents | 
merely, but, if possible, the more delicate relation 
of being tbe representatives of the citizens of the | 
District of Columbia. If they cannot look to us 
to protect their interests and their property, then 
they have no protection. We are bound to con-' 
sider their interests and rights as disturbed and 
harassed by the presentation of all such petitions. 
Mr. P. said, that the citizens of this District have 
their rights in this species of property secured un- 
der tie act ceding jurisdiction to the United States | 
Government, by the State of Virginia. Looking 
to the probable interference that might take place 
on this subject, Virginia had, as far as she could, 
secured the rights of her citizens embraced in the 
territory, by conditions which formed the basis 
upon which this Government exercises jurisdiction 
here, which conditions we are bound to respect in 
matters involving their highest and most delicate | 
interests. Mir. P. said, he did not propose to go 
into the argument now in all its bearings, but’ 
would beg leave to read, merely for the consider- | 
ation of the House at present, the third section of | 
the act of cession. [Here the Speaker reminded! 
the gentleman that he was out of order.] ; 
| Mr. P. continued. He said he mere'y indulged 
these remarks now, as the debate had been extend- 
ed much further by other gentlemen, but would’ 
now confine himself to rep!y to certain remarks 
that had fallen from the gentleman from New- 
York, (Mr. Beardsley.) He understood thet gen-; 
tleman to say, that certain fanatics of the South, ! 
_ well as of the North, were interested together | 

in agitating and discussing those topics. Mr. P.. 
said, if that gentleman meant by this to insinuate , 
that those with whom he (Mr. P.) acted, were mov- | 
ed in these discussions by any sinister motives for 
party purposes and party effect, he would throw | 
| back the insinuation with scorn and contempt. He | 
had understood-before that the same insinuations 
| had come froma higher quarter than from the gen- 
jtleman from New-York, and he (Mr. P.) would take | 
this opportunity, standing in his place before this | 
country, to pronounce them a base, foul and infa-; 
mous calumny, and those who uttered them knew | 
them to be such at the time they made them. Mr. 
P. said, true, we do not avoid discussion, because | 
we believe we have been wronged, He had the, 
, honor, in part, to represent a free und gallant peo-} 
ple; they had no fears, and asked no favors, on | 
any questions that might be raised here, connect- | 
ed with these subjects; and he stood pledged, | 
whenever the whole subject shall be properly. 
brought before the House, to vindicate their insti- | 
tutions from the falsehoods and vile slanders that 
had been thrown over them before the world. Mr. 
P. desired an opportunity to expose the miserable 
ignorance and reckless fanaticism that was abroad 
—these were the motives that had actuated his 
colleague (Mr. Hammond) in the course he had 
taken—they were none other than the highest and 
most honorable patriotism. (Here Mr. P. was eall- 
ed to order, and the Chair decided that he was out 
of order.) Mr. P. would submit, desiring only to 
make this explanation to the House—that the de- 
bate had been extended by others, and that he was 
only following in the course that had been pursued; 
and as it seemed that it might be the only oppor- 
tunity afforded to say any thing, for if the motion 
to reconsider (made by the gentleman from Mary- 
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land, Mr. Thomas,) should be disposed of, then the 


motion to lay on the table, made by those who de- | the circulation of incendiary publications by mau ; 


; 


sire to avoid a true vote on the subject, will cut off 
all debate. Mr. P. said, upon the simple motion, 
the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Thomas) had 
given a sufficient reason why this House should 
reconsider—they had been entrapped—he (Mr.P.) 
had voted under a imisapprelension—this reason 
was alone sufficient to induce a reconsideration ; 
and if this motion was sustained, then the motion | 


of his colleague (Mr. Hammond) to reject, was 1D | 


order, after the 45th rule should be suspended, and | 
it was the motion. 
for extraordinary purposes, not within the powers 
of this House under the constitution—involving 
questions of the deepest and most momentous Con- | 
cern to this confederacy, and it was our bounden 
duty to dispose of it in the most direct, decided, 
and unequivocal manner—nothing more nor less 
will do—and gentlemen would not deceive them- 
selves, : 

Mr. Hamer doubting, he saidwhether the House 
was ina frame of mind to vote onthe question, 
moved that the [louse adjourn. 

Tellers being appointed, the vote was taken, 
and resulted as follows:—yeas 98, noes 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Howard moved to lay the motion of his col- 
league (Mr. Thomas) on the table, which wes 
agreed to, 119 rising in the affirmative, F 

The motion of Mr. Beardsley to lay the petition 
on the table being next in order, the question was 
taken thereon, by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the negative; yeas 45, nays 121. 

Mr. Hammond then moved that the petition be 
rejected. 

Mr. Hunt [from New-York] rose and said: Mr. 
Speaker, | had not intended takmg any part in the 
present discussion, but the question is now about 
to be presented in sucha shape, that notwithstand- 
ing the lateness of the hour, and the exhaustion of 
gentlemen, | must fling myself upon the indul- 
gence of the House for a moment, while I explain 
a few of the considerations which must govern my 
vote on this interesting question. 

Sir, the friends of the motion now offered, do 
themselves injustice; they present the question in 
a shape, which forces me, and others who may 
think asI do upon this subject, to occupy a false 
position. They constrain us to vote against the 
motion, believing, as we do, that the course pro- 
posed by gentlemen is not the true one to effect 
the end so much desired by all, to give peace and 
quiet to our country on this vexed, absorbing, and 
agitating subject. Sir, I voted to lay the memorial 
presented by the gentleman from Maine, and which 
has so often been referred to in this debate, upon 
your table, and I did so solely because I under- 
stood the gentlemen himself to desire and ask that 
disposition of it. Having thus by my vote aided 
the gentlemen in giving such a disposition to his 
own memorial as he thought proper, I then voted, 
sir, to print the papers thus ordered to be laid upon 
the table. I did so, because I am fully persuaded 
you can never give peace to our country, while 
you appear to evade the question sought to be rais- 
ed by the memorial on yourtable. Why, sir, what 
are honorable members, charged by their constitu- 
ents with the presentation of petitions like the one 
under consideration, todo? Shall they not pre- 
sent them? For one, sir, without intending in the 
least to prescribe a line of conduct for others, | 
am free to say I shall fee] it to be my imperative 
duty to present to this House all papers, couched 
in respectful forms, and entrusted to my charge as 
a Representative of the people. Mr. Speaker, the 
right to petition Congress is guarantied in the 
most solemn and emphatic manner to the citizens 
of this Government. And that right would seein 
to me to impose upon the Representative a corres- 
ponding duty of entertaining and considering the 
petition. Why, Sir, I understand but little ef Par- 
liamentary proceedings, and young as | am in this 
House, [ speak with peculiar diffidence on any 
question of mere order, yet I may be allowed to 
say, flat 1 consider myself bound to receive and 
entertain petitions, couched in language free froin 
insult. 

The question then recurs upon the House, how 
shall we effect the desired end? I answer, by re- 
ceiving and entertaining the present petition, and 
all others of similar nature which may come after 
it. Receive it, sir, and refer it either to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, or to a Select 
Committee, No man can doubt what the action 
of such Committee would be, and there can be as 


little doubt of the action—the unanimous action— 


of the House, upon the report of such Committee. 


Then, sir, you would enable gentleman, thinking 
with me on this subject, to say, by our united vote, 
there is no division of opinion amongst the well- 


we deprecate the agitation of this question. 


informed at the North on this subject. Let gen- 
tlemen cast their eyes to the North, to the non- 
slaveholding states, and they will see that the en- 


tire North came forward with alacrity the moment 
it was discovered that the quiet and safety of our 
Southern brethren was threatened by the efforts 
Sir, 


of persons calling themselves abolitionists. 
from my situation in life, I cannot claim to have 


taken as efficient a part, nor as conspicuous a stand, 
as that referred to by the gentleman from Virginia 


as having been taken by my colleague at Utica. 


But if gentlemen wil! take the trouble to look at 
the proceedings of the District I have the honor 
to represent, they will see that I have, on all occa- 
sions, opposed the efforts which are termed, and 
by many thought to be, incendiary. I have con- 


sidered these efforts (without meaning at all to re- 


fer to motives) as unwise, unjust, and, at the pres- 
ent crisis, dangerous to the stability of our insti- 
tutions. But excitement is abroad; you cannot 


stifle it—but you can allay and appease it. Take 
the course | have suggested, and you will enable 
this House to give an unanimous vote upon the 


question, and that vote, founded upon a report of 


your committee, we may confidently trust will ex- 
ert a most salutary influence. It will be oil pour- 
ed upon the troubled waters of strife. We are 
not without evidence on this head, furnished from 
the recent history of our country. What has been 


termed the Sunday Mail Report, reflected great 
honor upon its author, and at once calmed the an- 


gry passions of our people, wrought up to a frenzy 


little short of that which now prevails in certain 
quarters on the subject of the abolition of slavery. 


Such, as patriots and philanthropists, under a sim- 
ilar course, we may humbly trust and expect, will 
be the result in the present instance. 

Mr. Speaker, I have already detained the House 
longer than I intended. 
a general argument, but I could not say less than 
I have, in explanation, simply, of the reasons gov- 
erning my vote against the motion to reject the 
petition. 

Mr. Glascock said it must have been highly 
gratifying to every gentlemen to listen to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from New-York, last upon 


this subject ; though some might differ, as he did, | 
from him, as to the course which he proposed to, 


pursue, in attaining a common end. After the 
discussion of this day, he had no hesitation in say- 
ing, that the Union would be preserved. There 
was a difference, and an honest difference of opin- 
ion, on the mode of proceeding. The right of pe- 
tition was inestimable, but the constitutional pro- 
visions in regard to it, were complied with when it 
was received; and then it was the right of the 
House to treat it as it deserved—to reject it. He 
would ask the gentlemen if there was not lan- 
guage in that petition which called for rejection 7 
Would to God, said Mr. G., that I could act on 
this question with the gentleman who has so ably 
expressed his feelings. But if the petition be laid 
on the table, we must again meet the question in 
various forms. The President recommends to us 





‘ ss : anita are decide it Re el is | 
Mr. P. said this was a petition ,mind was more decided on this subject than his | 


I have avoided going into 


bia the petition for the abolition of slavery ayg the 
slave trade, in the District, presented by Mr. Bus... 
of Mass. : cone 
Mr. Granger, of New York, took the foor ana 
briefly protested against the manner in whe! +)... 
petitioners had been confounded with tj, ; 
tionists of the North; supported the richt to nu. 
tion, as a constitutional right; and vindicated + 
who sustained the petitions for the abolition 


the consideration of the expediency of prohibiting , 


‘and this will afford an opportunity to discuss the 
‘question, ‘Then he expected to licar the voice ot 
the gentleman uniting with hisown. ‘Then would 
an opportunity be afforded to raise a committee 
and receive a report, which would show to the peo- 
ple of this country that their lives and property are 
secure. Then would every thing like disunion and | 


se 





. te el : . . ; > we < Sia. 

dissension be quenched forever. ; , | very in the District of Columbia, fro the epithe, 
Mr. Sutherland [from Pennsylvania} believec,| applied to them by some gentlemen, in the ohm, 

‘he said, that taere was noman inthe House whose | of murderers. He mentioned amone othy r thin 


t 





a fact which, he said, seemed to be foreo 
own; but he was not qnite satisfied with the feel- | others of his colleagues, that the popn ar branei 
ing exhibited if some quarters of tie House. We | the Legislature of New York, in 1829, by ae 
were bound to meet this question as Americans— | majority, embracing men of both political pay: ! 
each of us sacrificing his prejudices on the altar) and men of as much intelligence and seca oa 
of the public good. {t did not becoiae gentlemen} could be found in any similar body in the Un) 
to avail themselves of the occasion to vse exciting | States, passed a resolution declaring it to be 
i and irritating language to us. He lived in a State | petent for the Congress of the United st ut 
‘where Slavery was tormerly tolerated, and which | legislate on the subject of slavery in the p: . 
‘had abolished slavery—and a State where all the | of Columbia. He asked gentlemen if +) 
projects of the abolitionists were utterly despised | of murder could be made against this body 
‘and disregarded, and he was prepared to go all| If no one else dared to vindicate them from th 
i lengihs which honor and justice required uy main- | charge, he would. Who next were found oe os 
taining the rights of the South and discountenane-} the denounced? The ladies. He did por selene 
‘ing the schemes of fanaticism. But the constitu- | the propriety of their interference ; and he ady 
|tion required that all petitions should be received | ted that, when they brought their power to hoo. 
‘if they were couched in decorous language. li, they might be fearful disturbers of men's abi 
; they were calculajed unnecessarily to excite feel. | The Friends also, who had petitioned wines At 
‘ing in the House, he would still throw them out of | this subject, were noticed Mr. G. iyi tide 
!doors. He would not allow the fanatics of the) mentary terms. Mr. G. admitted, however. thas 
| North—nor of the South, if there were any, to) if Congress had the constitutional right to Joo... 
light up the blazes of dissension here. He was) late on this subject within the district, of whit} 
| not prepared to say that the petition presented was entertained great doubt, it was altogether ini zpe 
of a character suitable for calm deliberation. He} dient, wader present circumstances, to ‘ rie 
would have it read again, and, if its language was | 


as{ He wished the petition to go to a Cony 
improper, he would vote to reject it. But he still) a report to be made, as doubtless it would | 


; 
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«2 . . madk 
held that all petitions, expressed in decorous lan-| corresponding with the views of the Souk... 
° ‘ . * ern 
| guage, were entitled to be received. We had this} gentlemen, and stated that they should then ha 
| . . ‘ 1 inva 


day already referred a memorial of the same char- 
acter to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia. 
| The Speaker here stated that the fact was so, 
‘but, as it had been through inadvertence, on the 
part of the House, he had given the gentleman who 
presented it notice that he should call the attention 
of the House to the subject before the adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. Hammond said he did not hear the motion 
of reference, or he should have moved to reject 
the petition. 


his vote fearlessly in its favor. “But to restrain the 
right of petition and the right of discussion, a 
what he did not expect to hear proposed by t! 88 
professed to believe, as he believed, that ei 
sion was to be left free, when reason we wi 
free. 

Mr. Ingersoll of Pennsylvania rose, with a faint 
hope of reconciling the House to the adoptior e 
a course which would meet the views of all gy mA 
ters of the House. The object of eieniiieeion 
he said, was to reject the petition, but belic alias 
that a rejection would not reach the evil, - 


Was 


= a 4 % hor at- 

Mr. Patton, with leave of the House, moved to} tain the object of gentlemen who supported it, } 
reconsider the vote referring the petition alluded | he would venture to suggest a Resolution for tha 
to. | purpose, which he would offer when it was jy or. 


On motion of Mr. Everett, der. He was, he said, prepared to offer and vote 
The House adjourned. for the following Resolutions : 
— Resolved, that the holding of slaves is a rich 
Monpay, December 21. clearly recognized by the constitution of the Un:tea 
The House resumed the consideration of the | States, and is thereby secured to the citizens ot 
petition from sundry inhabitants of the town of| those States whose policy does not forbid it, 
Wrentham in Massachusetts, praying the abolition| legitimate subject of individis! property and 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of| source of politica! influence and power, and'all at- 
Columbia. tempts to interfere with or molest them in its ex. 
The motion to reject the petition still pending, ! ercise or enjoyment, are impolitic, unconstitution- 
Mr. Owens, [from Georgia] after some remarks } al and unjust. 
with a view to reconcile the conflicting opinions Mr. Ingersoll, in the course of his remarks, went 
of the members on the subject of the disposition | into a very full discussion of the subjects related to 
of this and similar petitions, moved to lay the pe-| the general question of slavery, but having no con. 
tition and all motions respecting it on the table,| nection with the question before the House, The 
stating that, if it prevailed, he should offer the fol- } Chair reminded him that he was not in order, and 
lowing resolutions: he hastened to bring his remarks to a close, 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this House, Mr. Mann, of New-York, followed. Thus far, 
the question of the abolition of slavery in the Dis-| he had, he said, left the debate to those who seem. 
trict of Columbia, ought not to be entertained by | ed most desirous of continuing it, and he had now 
Congress. risen only for the purpose of replying to his col- 
And be it further Resolved, That in case any | league (Mr. Granger.) That gentleman remark- 
petitions praying that abolition of slavery in the; ed that it had been forgotten that the Legislature 
District of Columbia be hereafter presented, it is| of New-York, in 1820, passed a resolution de- 
the deliberate opinion of this House that the same elaratory of the power of Congress over the sub- 
ought to be laid on the table without reading. ject of slavery in the District of Columbia. Hay- 
Mr. Owens expressed the hope that the resolu-| ing had the honor to be a member of the Levis- 
tions would be accepted by the gentieman from} lature at that time, while his colleague was not, 
South Carolina, in lieu of his motion to reject the | (for the reason that he was then a candidate for 
petition. the office of Governor,) he felt bound to notice his 
Mr. Hiammond was very sorry, he said, that he| remarks. On referring to the Journal of that body 
could not accept the proposition, and he hoped the | he found that there were four members on this 
gentleman from Georgia would withdraw his mo-| floor who were also members at the same time, 
tion. and who then and usually acted with him. Their 
Some observations were made by Mr. Mercer! votes and his vote, on the occasion, accorded with 
of Virginia, upon the point of order, as to the ef-| the vote which he should give on the question 
fect of a vote to lay upon the table a motion for} now before the House, and would be in opposition 
re-consideration ; and the Speaker having stated | to the vote of his colleague. The resolution was 
his present views of that point of order, and indi- | adopted,—by what means, lie would not say,—in 
cated a disposition hereafter more maturely tocon-| one branch of the Legislature. But it was a con- 
sider it— current Resolution, and in going to the other 
Mr. Wise proposed to amend the first resolution, | House, went to the piace talked of yesterday, by 
adding ‘ because Congress has no power to legis-| the gentleman from Massachusetts,—the tomb of 
late on it under the Constitution of the Umited | the Capulets. With these explanations, his 
States,” and to amend the second by striking out} colleague might have all the benefit he devised 
all after the word * Resolved, and inserting, “that! from his argument. He had hoped that all party 
this House will not receive any future meinorials| considerations would be kept out of this debate; 
on that subject,’ adding that with these modifica-/ but he could see the object of his colleague. Be- 
tions, he would vote for the resolutions. ing up, he would, in a few words, explain his views 
Mr. Owens declined the acceptance of the| on the question before the House, He was op- 
amendments as modifications of his resolutions. posed to meddling, either directly or indirectly, in 
Mr. Patton asked what would be the conse-| any shape, with slavery in the District of Colum- 
quence of Jaying the motion on the table 2 Would | bia or elsewhere. We entered into a compact, 
the resolutions of the gentlemen from Georgia; when we formed the Constitution, not to meddle 
then be in order ? és with it. He would live up to the agreement, tho” 
The Chair replied that they would not. It would! the Heavens fell. He would live by it and die by 
be in order to move to suspend the rule, to allow | it. ‘ 
him to move them, or, when the States were call- Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, after thanking the 
ed for resolutions, they night be offered without | gentleman froin Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ingersoll) for 
suspension of the rule. | his kind and honorable proffers to the South, made 
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Mr. Evans made some remarks on the point of | undoubtedly with a view to tranquilize the public 
order. mind of the South and her representatives here 
The question being taken on the motion to lay | on this subject, added, that he was soriy to say 
the petition and ali the motions relating to it on | the mode he presented of effecting this subject, 
the table, it was decided in the affirmative. Yeas} tell short of his expectations, and far short of the 
140. Nays 76, as foliows: object in view. It was proposed to a knowledge 
Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Bell, | that Congress had no right to interfere ith the 
Bord, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, Wm. B.; subject of slave property. Was that a boon f 
Cajhoun, Campbell, John Chambers, Childs, Clai- | Had we come to this,—that we were oo gee 10 
borne, Clark, Conner, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, | look to Congress for a pledge to give us that pro- 
Denny, Dunlap, Evans, Everett, Fowler, Philo C. | tection which was guaranteed by the Constitu- 
Fuller, Rice, Garland, Giascock, Graham, Gran-| tion? It showed how rapid had been the eager 
, ger, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Joseph Hall, Hil-; of assumption and fanaticism towards their ob- 
and Hall, Hammond, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, | ject, for a gentleman to rise here, in lis place, and 
Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Wm. Jackson, Janes, Henry solemnly propose to guaranty to the Southern 
Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Luke, Lea, Lin- | States rights which the Constitution é 
coln, Love, Maury, McCarty, McKay, McKennan,| them. Mr. R. expressed his gratification at hess 
Milligan, Morris, Parker, Patton, Datee J. Pearce, | ing from all quarters the strongest avowals of nee 
| James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Pickens, Potts, Reed, | tility towards those who would disturd the pone 
Robertson, Russell, Shields, Slade, Sloane,! of the South, but was sorry to find that taey ¢ eri 
Sprague, Standefer, Storer. Waddy Thompson,| ded every vote as they came to it, which could vd 
White, Whittlesey, Wise—76. ° cure its tranquility. He hoped the House 5 00 
So the petition and all the motions depending | meet the question and decide it. A — 
thereon, were ordered to lie upon the table. to the effect that Congress has no right to abol - 
Mr. Owens moved that the Rules of the House | slavery in the District of Columbia would quiet 
be suspended, in order to allow him to offer the} the South, but nothing short of that. Ii ae 
resolutions he had already indicated to the House, | House entertained a contrary opinion, it WAS _ 
on which ‘he asked for the yeas and nays; and/ for the South to know it ;—not that it would sev 
they were ordered. : erthe Union. He trusted it would not. But 1 
The question being taken it was decided in the | would be time for the South to demand _—s 
settie 


negative. Yeas 100, noes 115. amendment of the Constitution as would “ 

So the House refused to suspend the rule. [Two | question. He wished to know the worms.) 
thirds of the members present would have been} would not consent by a reference to at NT a 
necessary to carry that question. ] this vital question. If it was smothered now, ? 


would spring up another time. Could Cong 
pass an er post facto }ow in the District 0! Dis- 
lumbia? ‘This was not a petition to give the 1! 


Mr. Patton called up the motion made by him 
on Friday last, to re-consider the vote of the 
House, by which a petition for the abolition of 


3 J ph tgghie . . - . ¥ auomit. 
slaves in the District, presented by a gentleman | trict the power of emancipation, but to erry 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Briggs,) was referred to} Where was the authority of Congress, we 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. ‘this enslaved District, to take private prop No 











Yet this was the proposition of the petition. | -° 
one here would say that you could take a 
compensation, and where was the Jaw ort° ke 
er to compensate. Congress had power e° ond 
private property for public uses, when the gove a 
ment had occasion for it; but it could not be ge 
tended that government would take property “ 
order not to use, but to annihilate it. If pst 
property of this sort be taken, ‘ with just vu 
pensation,’ the United States becomes e . = 
being, a slaveholder. If they can buy, they s* 
(Consluded on 2d page.) 


A debate easued on the motion to reconsider, 
'in which Messrs. Patton, J. Q. Adams, Bouildin 
/and Hammond took part; and, without taking the 
| question, 

| On motion of Mr. Pearce, of R. IL, 

| The House adjourned, at the usual hour. 


— 
} 


Tuespay, December 22d. 

| The House immediately after the reading of the 
journal, resumed the consideration of Mr. Par- 
| TON’s motion to re-consider the vote of Friday, re- 
‘ferring to the @ommittee en the District of Golum- 
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